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Best wishes for a grand success of

Second World Newah Convention
USA - 2016

Dr. Maheswor Baidya

Beena Baidya
Laurel, Maryland

2nd World Newah
Convention

Ram Lal Shrestha

Chitra Shrestha
Greenbelt, Maryland

2nd World Newah
Convention

Ram Malakar

Bisnu Malakar
Rockville, Maryland
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Best wishes for a grand success of

Second World Newah Convention
USA - 2016

Sarita Dangol
Laurel, Maryland
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February 26, 2016

Dr. Bal Gopal Shrestha
President
World Newah Organization

Dear Bhaju Dr. Bal Gopal Shrestha Ju,
Jwajolapa! SaGciyl

On behalf of Nepa Pasa Pucha Amerikaye (NPPA), I would like to welcome World Newah
Organization (WNO) on its second convention in the United States of America from March 25-27,
2016. NPPA wishes WNO a successful and fruitful Convention in the nation’s capital. [ applaud
WNO'’s commitment, dedication and service to preserve the Newah language and culture. Cultural
and social organization like yours play a vital role to bring together the Newah people in Nepal and
abroad to promote and preserve Newah culture in the years to come.

As you know that NPPA is the first ever organization established outside of Nepal to promote
Newah culture. NPPA played important and dynamic role to bring the Newah people together in its
existence of last 25 years and will continue 1ts effort. Therefore, we believe that WNO’s 2nd
convention will strengthen the communities of Newah people hiving in the different countries to
come together at this event to showcase our unique heritages and find a platform to work together in
the future.

Ty Usg TR TayH aifrgme e i | e v u-Re arftay 98 @& efd Aar gy (WNO) an
fraa qsar @9 T 710 3 uRy o FaETY AT geT AT 9T T9 iy o ol Rt e |

afcTer o oy g AT et well AT Jan AR 3 ek ard w7 1 WNO =1 @ gt smen 5 am |
T,

Saroj D. Prajapati
RUEREIRITS

President

Nepa Pasa Pucha Amerikaye

T AT T ST
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Public Charitable Organization, a 501 ¢3 Tax-exempt, Nonprofit

March 4, 2016

Dr. Bal Gopal Shrestha
President
World Newah Organization,

Hane Bahamha Bhaju Dr. Bal Gopal Ju: _ ‘ £D.
RAM LAL SHRESTHA

As a President of Newah Organization of America (NOA), [ am very pleased to extend my best
wishes (o the World Newah Organization (WNO) for a success{ul second convention being held
at Washington DC Metro Area on March 25%-27" 2016, The conventional theme “Uniting
together to promote Newah Civilization™ is very relevant. It has become very essential for all the
Newah people around the world to unite for socio-economic prosperity, intellectual development
of Newah people and promotion and preservation of our culture, heritage and language and to
transfer those values to future generations.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the WNO for its continued voice and work
in human rights and identity survival of the newah people.

We are very proud and would like to congratulate you and your Ixecutive Committee on all of
your accomplishments and convey my best wishes to continuous success and serve better to
Newah communities in the days to come.

If we unite, we'll succeed - and we'll be strong!!

Sincerely,

BhueE

Ram T.al Shrestha, P.E.
President, NOA
“We are better and stronger, when we work together”

7425 Morrison Dr., Greenbelt, MD 20770  Tcl: (240) 581-0078  Fax: (301) 769-6264 info@newah.ore www.newah.org
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Canadian Newa Guthi (CNG) wishes the success of 2nd WNO Convention going to be
held at Baltimore, Maryland, USA from March 25-27, 2016. We applaud World Newah
Organization for hosting and Nepa Pasa Pucha Amerikaye and Newah Organization of America

for coordinating this important event. We are confident that this great event will not only bring
together all Newah organizations around the world it will also bring all Newah people together in
preserving Newah heritage, showcasing our rich and strong culture and highlighting significance of

our culture to our success.

Canadian Newa Guthi
PEZANN
70 Young Dr
1’-1[‘1[73321 [ 1) Brampton, Ontario L6Y OP1
b R Canada

Canadian Newa Guthi www.canadiannewaguthi.org

Dear Organizers,

It gives me an immense pleasure to learn that the 2nd WNO Convention — USA 2016 is
going to be held on March 25th — 27th (Friday - Sunday) 2016 in Baltimore,Washington DC.

I wish the convention may bring Togetherness, Solidarity and Fraternity amongst the world
Newah community for the preservation and conservation of the age long cultural treasures,
heritage, history, language and identity.

On this occasion, I would like to stress on the fact that it is imperative to strive for collective
identity as the Newahs in the era of globalization and personal achievements and assimilations. It is
this very identity that makes us cultured, civilized and above all one of the constituents of the
humanity.

Finally, I would like to extend my warm wishes to the founders, organizers, and arrangers/
managers of such an effort at this very Convention.

Prof. Pratap Chandra Pradhan
Sikkim Central University

6th Mile, Samdur,

PO Tadong — 737102

Gangtok, Sikkim.




Newa Cultural Society of Alberta

4815 122A Street, Edmonton, Alberta TBH 3S8, Canada
Phone: 780-437-5449
www.ncsacanada.com

President
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Vice President
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Secretary
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Communications & Membership
Mr. Naveen Ranjitkar

Member in Charge
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Auditors
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Mr. Sangyan Joshi, CMA

March 19, 2016

Greetings!

On behalf of the Newa Cultural Society of Alberta (NCSA), it is my
pleasure to extend warm greetings and heartiest congratulations to the
executive team, advisors and members of the World Newah Organization
(WNO) for the grand success of the 2nd World Newa Convention to be
held in Baltimore, Maryland, USA from March 25 to 27, 2016.

I believe that the 2" World Newa Convention will be a historic convention
in bringing representatives of Newa organizations from around the globe
in Baltimore for a noble cause in preserving and promoting Newa
language, culture, traditions and identity for the current and future

generations.

Recently, WNO has done a marvelous job in relief works by supporting last
year’s devastating earthquake victims of Nepal. We are very impressed
with WNO'’s exemplary work in collecting monetary fund and in
delivering relief operation to the earthquake victims in the communities of

Nepal.

NCSA also appreciates the valuable contributions made by WNO
leadership team and advisors in preserving and promoting Newa culture
and traditions in the communities and believes that the new leadership
team elected from the 2" convention will further advance WNO’s mission

in the coming years.

Finally, I wish all the best and continuous success of WNO.

Dr. Hemanta Joshi

President
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Best Wishes for a success of
Second World Newah Convention

Shrawan Shrestha , Sarita Shrestha, Sanjina Shrestha,
Sapana Shrestha, Sabin Gurung, & Suvan Gurung

Lincolnwood, lllinois

4 ' N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NN N N A A
NEEEEEEEEEE S S EEEEEEEEmEmy

folerd: J] &fed ofal: d:gfsa

dD:9D: EIRIP TFITIIIAL

,----_—-------_—_\
\----_—-------_—_J



LA JFE N[, A%

PASA PUCHAH GUTHI, UK

c/o Centre for Nepalese and Gurkhas, 86-94 High Street Hounslow, TW3 INZ

Email: info@ppguk.org | Web: www.ppguk.org
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NRITYA MANDALA MAHAVIHARA

1405 SE 40th Avenue, Portland, OR 97214
(503) 233-3703

Dance Mandal
(Foundation for Sacred Buddhist Arts of Nepal)

The vihara is a study center focuses on movement, sacred arts, meditation and teachings for anyone
interested in devoting practice to reveal their inner nature, also serves as a major step in the
preservation, expansion and exploration of all Newah Meditative arts.

The Vihara offers:

Sitting Meditation

Community gatherings with lectures
Charya dance Performances and teaching
Costume and Mask-making

Mudra yoga through body, speech and mind
Movement yoga through dance

Sound yoga through singing

Mantra yoga for inner awakening

All different kinds of ritual such as

\' Purification for body(Navagraha Puja)

\' House Purification (Bali Puja)

V' Ihii, and Bratabandha,

\ Ihipaa Marriage Ceremonials,

\ Initiation, Retreat and so on

Contact: prajwal@dancemandal.com
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Khushi Nepalese Restaurant

Nepalese & Indian Restaurant in Ealing

Remember us for authentic Nepalese and Newah cuisine, tailored to your taste.
Book your party of over 30 people during weekdays for £14.95. T&C applies

23 Boston Parade, London W7 2DG
+44 (0) 20 8840 1226
www.khushinepalese.com
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Movement of

World Newah Organization

Dr. Narayan B. Rajbhandari |

Historic evidences have shown that Newars are the
original inhabitants of Kathmandu valley in Nepal. Majority of
them follow Buddhism and Hinduism, and adopt unique
cultures and festivities all year round. They are the builders
of the famous temples and shrines in the valley. Therefore,
architects and artisans are popularly recognized as their major
occupation.

Civilization of Newars is observed to be furnished since
the 6th century B.C when the Kiratas, Kolliyas, Salmaliyas,
Sakyas, Lichhavis and Shresthis started governing the
Kathmandu valley. In those days, Kathmandu valley was
popularly known as Nepal. My mother, who is 88 years old,
still values the valley as Nepal. The name of the valley is
seen to be formally changed to Kathmandu valley during
eighteenth century when the Malla’s, one of the Newah
dynasties, ruling was finally replaced by the Shah King.

According to the Central Bureau of Statistics of Nepal,
it appears that significant number of Newars migrated to
different parts of the world since 2011, when the population
of Newars was estimated at 1,587,161.682 (5.4 % of total
population 29,391,883). The population was 35% higher than
the 1991 census. However, the population of Newars dropped
down remarkably to 1,549,348.75 in 2014, suggesting that
during the three years period approximately 2% of Newars
must have migrated to different parts of the world with their
language and culture. In each country, where they arrived in
sizeable number have begun introducing their ethnic based
organizations. Today, as far as | know, there are 22 different
Newah organizations in the world, excluding Nepal. Six of
them are in the USA, four are in India, and two are in Canada
and Japan. Rest of them are in UK, German, Belgium, South
Korea, Australia, Italy, Spain, and Hong Kong.

Although migration of Newars hit the highest point after
2011, networking among the Newars across the globe seems
to be surfaced since 1996 in the USA. As frequency of Newah
settlers started amassing over time necessitated to establish
an organization across the globe. Consequently, a convention
was organized in London in October 2011 for three days,

G. Secretary, WNO
Apex, NC, USA

disclosing Newars as a part of the future history of Nepal and
a global community. During the convention, World Newah
Organization (WNO) was founded to promote freedom, socio-
economic justice, equitable prosperity and cultural and
intellectual development in arts and sciences for the Newah
people all around the world. As mandated, it's headquarter
was then successfully registered in Maryland, USA, on
January 27, 2014. Its mission and philosophy are posted at
http://www.worldnewah.org/.

Interaction in Nepal

My first visit to Nepal after being nominated as a Public
Relation Representative of WNO was in March 2012. This
visit was partly personal and partly seeking feelings and
opinions of Newah people in Nepal in establishing WNO. In
my journey, | got an opportunity to meet Prof. Premshanti
Tuladhar (Chief of the Central Dept. of Nepal Bhasa) and Dr.
Bijaya Sainju (General Secretary of Nepal National Party). |
introduced myself to them and then presented my willingness
to meet them with some Newah scholars. They were so helpful
and cooperative that they immediately organized two
consecutive meetings in Nepal Bhasa Bibhag, Patan Campus
with the following distinguished Newah individuals: Prof Tulsi
Lal Sing, Padma Ratna Tuladhar, Naresh Tamrakar, Binod
Man Rajbhandari, Dr. Keshav Man Shakya, Dr. Chunda
Bajracharya, Bajramuni Bajracharya, Jeevan Kumar
Maharjan, Sunita Rajbhandari, Banshi Dhar Bajracharya,
Gyan Krishna Dangol, Sharan Laxmi Munan Kammy, Badan
Rajopadhyay, Maheshwor Shrestha, Artha Tuladhar, Naresh
Bir Shakya, Kiran Shakya, Gyan Ram Shrestha, Dr. Mahesh
Man Shrestha, Gyan Krishna Dangol, and Narendra Bhatta
Hada. | never had such a pleasure of hearing an encouraging
enthusiasm from all of them. Everyone enthusiastically
welcomed WNO and expressed their willingness to support
and cooperate with the organization. During our discussion, |
noted some concerns and expectations. | believe that WNO
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should focus on these concerns in near future in order to
maintain Newah people’s motivation and faith upon the
WNO'’s activities. Some of the suggested areas are:

- Consolidation of the WNO’s structures that identifies
needs of Newah citizens residing abroad and strengthens
connection among cultural, political, and educational systems
in Newah community.

- Formulation of a central committee of WNO in Nepal.
This committee is essential because evolution of Newah
cultures and religion was originated in Nepal. WNO should
not faction like Non-Resident Nepali (NRN) Association.

- Logistic and financial helps in promoting research,
education, and extension in Nepal Bhasa.

- Establishment of scholarship in Newah culture and
language studies.

- Establishment of Newah education exchange
program between Nepal and abroad institutions.

- Commencement of activities through participation
from different groups - social, cultural, religious, political,
educational, medical, and professional groups.

My second visit to Nepal was on May 2013. This visit
was personal in every respect; however | could not escape
from the WNO activity at the end. | met Bhaju Govinda Man
Shrestha, my wife Nirmal’s uncle in Bhaktapur, in one of our
family gatherings. He is currently involved in formulating a
new Chapter of WNO in Nepal. He invited me to a meeting
on May 10, 2013. At that time | got another opportunity to
meet respected senior Newah scholars. They are Prof. Manik
Lal Shrestha, Malla K. Sunder, Dr. Mahesh Man Shrestha,
and Narendra Bhatta Hada. There were several other
distinguished participants, including Prof. Premshanti
Tuladhar, Dr. Bijaya Sainju, Suren Shakya, Artha Tuladhar,
and Anar Bajracharya. The meeting was chaired by Bhaju
Narendra Bhatta Hada and focused on preamble of the
constitution of the WNO chapter. The meeting discussed
several issues such as:

- What would be its supportive roles for the WNO?

- Should the chapter identify different objectives other
than the WNO’s?

9
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- How does the chapter operate?

- Should it function like a parallel group with the existing
Newah organizations or function like a coordinating body in
Nepal?

During the discussion, Bhaju Manik Lal suggested to
set a motto for the chapter as “Each Newah for All Newah” in
order to avoid ethnic conflict and to design functions with
respect to the motto. After the meeting | realized the WNO'’s
key personnel (advisors) need to critically think upon the
above questions and then to facilitate the chapter formulation
with mutual understanding.

Overall, my interaction with different leaders, authors,
and intellectuals in Nepal was very impressive and productive.
Newah people in Nepal are excited and willing to cooperate
with WNO to fulfill its mission. However, there are lots of
expectations and concerns as well. As | envision there is a
bright prospect for WNO, but meanwhile we should be careful
in prioritizing its activities based on the expectations as well
as motivation of Newah people.

Developing WNO Wings

On July 16, 2013, | was nominated as a General
Secretary of WNO. Since then one of my prime jobs is to
conduct an executive meeting consecutively in every 45
days. While conducting the meeting, one of the tiresome
issues that | felt always is to iterate the same subject matter,
Formulation WNO Chapters in Abroad. As compared to other
activities, it is moving on, but insignificantly.

There is a saying that a bartender puts a fake
engagement ring in every girl’s drink during Valentine’s Day
to win someone’s love. Likewise, WNO has recently started
putting its propositions to every Newah organization in
different parts of the world to be its partner either as a chapter
or as an affiliated organization. During the three years of
authorities, WNO could welcome a chapter only in the USA,
Germany, India, and Nepal, and an affiliated organization in
Canada. Recently, the organization is seeking to establish
a relationship with the Newah people resided in the
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Netherlands, France, India, Bangala Desh Russia, Hongv

Kong, Canada, Saudi Arabia, South, Korea, Australia,
Portugal, Hong Kong, UK, and Belgium. However, the
organization is not yet successful to expand its relationship
in these countries. As | perceive, it is partly, if not mostly,
because of misunderstanding of status quo. It is, therefore,
urgent to let them know that the purpose of establishing
WNO isn’t for controlling Newah Organizations in the world,;
it is rather to empower them through collaboration and
participation.

Milestones

Some of the recent questions that the existing World
Newah Organization (WNQ) executive members received are
what has World Newah Organization done, is it the platform
to gossip among friends, and is it moving towards benefitting
Newah community in the world? These important questions
compelled me to examine the series of WNQO’s executive
meeting minutes. The main developments as discussed in
the meetings are as follows:

. Accomplished events:

Launched first World Newah Convention in London
in October 2011in collaboration with Pasa Puchah Guthi UK.

Registered WNO headquarter in Maryland, USA, in
January 2014.

Supported “Learn Yourself Nepalbhasa” book and
NepalBhasa Documentary movie named “Mudda” in Nepal.

Organized workshops on ‘Unity within Diversity” to
address the issue of ethnic polarization among the Newah
people in Nepal on November 2, 2013.

Established Halimey Jhii TV program in collaboration
with the Nepal Mandala TV in Nepal to spread the word of
Newah Solidarity around the world.

Supported Dil Shobha Shrestha on the wrong
allegation against her organization — Amako Ghar. The
organization observed that there was a big skepticism and
bias in the allegations of ‘Abusive sexual behave’ as published
first by Nagarik Dainik.

Raised an issue of Janajaati people, focusing on the
structure and geographical feature of Nepal and governmental
agenda that were not abode by the goals of the UNO’s
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

. ; NN 3 :

Worked W|th Newa B|dyarth| Daboo to develop a
leadership among Newah students and youths.

Assisted Nepalbhasa Saphu Sahakari in Kathmandu,
Nepal to drive membership.

Provided funds and basic essential relief materials
to assist earthquake victims whose homes are demolished,
cracked, and damaged due to a huge 7.8 magnitude deadly
earthquake that occurred in Nepal on April 25, 2015.

Provided temporary shelters to injured earthquake
victims.

Provided necessary funds to reconstruct water supply
at the Bhagyodaya Higher Secondary School and to restore
Imla Ganesh temple in Sankhu, which were massively
damaged during the deadly earthquake.

Consulted legal and engineering team and medical
team to evaluate and estimate the earthquake damaged
buildings.

Provided monetary assistance to academicians,
writers, and journalists who have contributed to promoting
and preserving of Newah culture and heritage.

Instituted a final WNO bylaw for the Newah people
around the world.

Il Upcoming Events:

Conduct WNO Regional conferences in North
America, Europe, Pacific countries, Australia, and South Asia.

Plan for establishing Newah Museum in the USA to
promote the Newah heritage and identity.

Plan for establishing a Newah Language Medium
University in Nepal.

Prepare a tax exempt status 501 (c) (3) document
for the U.S. Federal Government.

Prepare financial rules and regulations for managing
WNO and its programs.

While writing the above notes reminded me a
quotation by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., which is: “If you can’t
fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then
crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”
| am sure that WNO is moving forward with its mission and
philosophy. Its members are certainly working hard, aiming
towards benefitting Newah community in the word. The
organization will certainly start flying in coming years with your
help, cooperation, and support. O
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Declaration of First Newah Convention, London, UK

Nepal is governed by a single nationality. Hence all other indigenous nationalities of Nepal are discriminated
and marginalized. Therefore, we, the Newah, residing in various countries of the world, organized the three-
day World Convention on 29 - 31 October 2011 at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University
of London, Vernon Square Hall, UK in order to unanimously adopt the World Newah Organization (WNO)
London Declaration as follows:

1. Since the Government of Nepal has already endorsed Geneva Convention ILO article 169 as the law of land
it has become the law of Nepal. According to the sub-section of this article 28.1 it is the duty of the Govern-
ment of Nepal to guarantee education in mother tongues to the children of all indigenous nationalities of
Nepal. Similarly, according to the article 28.3, it is the duty of Government of Nepal to guarantee rights to
preservation and development of indigenous languages of Nepal. We urge the Government of Nepal to fulfill
its duty immediately to improve its international prestige.

2. The Newah, who played a key leadership role in democratic movements at various stages, are still discrimi-
nated by the state. The Newah and other ethnic groups in Nepal are continuously struggling to guarantee their
rights to establish autonomous states with the rights to self-rule and special rights in the constitution. The
Convention has showed its solidarity in this struggle of the Newah and made a commitment to playing its role
in making the movement a success.

3. The major important World Heritage sites in the native land of the Newah are in great threat due to the
deteriorating environment. We demand the Government of Nepal fulfill its international duty by taking neces-
sary measures to preserve and develop the Kathmandu valley that has the UNESCO World Heritage sites.

4. The Convention welcomes the decision of the Government of Nepal in recognizing Nepal Samvat as the
official calendar of Nepal. We urge the Government of Nepal to implement the decision without any delay and
to discard the use of the Vikram Samvat that has been imposed on the Nepalese people a century ago.

5. This Convention appeals all the Newah residing in 130 countries of the world to organize to support the
aims and objectives of the WNO.

Tuesday, 1 November 2011
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WNO Financial Report

2014/2015

World Newah Organization
(WNO) is a formally registered non-
profit organization in the USA. The
financial statement for the past two
years, 2014 and 2015, presented
below includes limited activities. The
primary program conducted in 2015
was the raising and distribution of
funds towards earthquake relief activi-
ties in Nepal, the total of which was
USD 16,755.44. These funds were
distributed to several relief campaigns
as listed below.

In order to achieve the vision of
the WNO in promoting and preserving
Newah cultural identity, fund raising
activities will need to be initiated and
be a top priority.

Expenditure Amount in NC Rupees.

1 Relief materials directly distributed by WNO Nepal Chapter in four localities

Sankhu, Panga, Sidhipur and Lubhu

Swoyambhu D Tuladhar
Treasurer, World Newah Organization

Financial Statement in USD, 2014 and 2015

2 Nepal Mandal Earthquake Relief Campaign

3 Earthquake Victims of Nepal Bhasa Scholars distributed through
Birat Nepalbhasa Saihitye Samelan Guthi of Bhaktapur.

4 Individual assistance program to Newah victims active in

Nepal Bhasa Literature and Journalism

Nutrition Program for Child Victims in Nepal

5
6 Newa Jagaran Munch

7 Nepal Bhasa Academy, Kirtipur. To rebuild the earthquake damaged

Newah FM transmission rooms.

8 Bhagyodaye High Intermediate School, Sankhu
9 Vajrayogini Misa Pucha, Sankharapur Nagarpalika, Sankhu
10 Reconstruction of Inlha Ganesh, Sankhu

Total Expenditure

Items 2014
Opening Balance 555.05
Income
Donation to WNO 250.10 1,300.00
Earthquake Donation - 16,755.44
Member Fees 400.00 550.00
Opening Balance Transfer & Misc.  416.95
Total Income 650.10 19,022.39
Expenditures
Earthquake relief (16,507.12)
Misc Expenditure
Bank Fees (90.00) (157.02)
Paypal Fees (5.05) (199.95)
General Expenditures (1,342.88)
Nepal Chapter (200.00)
Total Expenditures (95.05) (18,406.97)
Ending Balance 555.05 1,170.47
151,184
300,000
100,000
130,376
100,000
10,000
424,000
90,000
50,000
373,000
NC 1,728,560

(USD 16,507)
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Best wishes for a grand success of
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Gaithersburg, Maryland

2nd World Newah
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Nani, Magan, Nayan,
Naveen & Neeraj Shrestha
Sandy Spring, Maryland

2nd World Newah
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Shova Hada
Rockville, Maryland
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Meena Pradhan
Maryland
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TR, FEATNTAT T ATHITST S ~ATIHT ATAHATE G S{Tawehl
T ETHT ATV AT FIAH TG ATeh AT AT ATTITR
TITIAT T AT TR GEATHT AT FEHAATHT ATRHT T
ZHTZESATTR] GEIT GooATAT T AT LTI ¥ (qebrgTehTuTehl
ATIRAT QAR AFLATHT FHAANAF (FgTeqells ATHAT Ta
ATHATAE ATTHRBT STHNT T qTSA AT AA=ra T FET
ATk TOATATCH S AL TITIAT T T ATANAE g9
g8 |
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(]) &, ATT, TEHI, TP, TAT, TERT, T a7 I & qiT
AT B A YR (a9, 900 ¥ A=ATAHT F T T T
THATHESF GHTSTH! (FTHIT T4 T4 i TRE, Arehee, TqefiraT,
STHH TEATH, JTHIAAT, AT, HATET T AT ATaried
ATATIF AP Hedeed! [ T qd7 IR [araaarer
JE TTE ATERNIE GEATT, TREgAT ¥ G HAT T
AT THAT FZE T AT ATHIAF AP I a7 |

T 4. TSR] GIIAT T AT qTehebl Flehic

HH, 939 T T T T & a8 A=

TR AP ATHIRT A=A FTTTER gRT 935 of 9T W
FHINTH AT TTITATER [TgT=aehT ST

Y&, ISUH FI=AT

Q) I Apaiead A aTAbl HA HIEAl H, 929 ¥
A T8 T A T8 ATTH 83 |

() TATAHT IATLTREB! TANT A, T T T el I Fladn
FHITH THSr

(3) ufeaTer SATEREAHaTT, Wi, AR qeH, FRAH eI
fe=awar ua Ufderiee Memaedr ¥ arardaeT sfas d=awasad ¥
AT, TATIR fqhe Faear T Gerad], Tefae arda ¥
ITFN JAAAAT T TUTATAH FIHAT THAFT ATIRHAT AITAHT %
99T 7@ B |

TR HHIHA ATHIRT A=AH FTATTER gRT 935 of 9T T
FHINTH ST @Idared [agrde IR Tel dfaur qare
T T, |

() TATATT TEA=AINA TS UTTART T AR ART TETSH | TS ATIeABT
T TRATIAHTHT 75+ AT T (HAUd TAHSITH ATGRAT EE, |
(W) T FTepT | ST ATITESATS qHIT AR I g

HAHT Uq FTqeTa a1 FET HAq IS ATk AT FIHHET i
= |

¥) dfgell SAMEET FA U SFEFEARS Y Gfderd W g T
THHAT FATT TE /A I T 75 SFHGAREEATS GTGT =TT
HAGH &1 |

AIT-9 HET FrATI AT

Q. qHHT EFT

TAET AMHHE @I AGIATT ATATHE FHT  AThATH
MUAATCHE QAT HHHNT THE g AT Tl g, |

Oc. FTAHT AlTHR

() TATAHT FBTAFIUAT ATTFR AT H(TGTH T FIAT THITTH TSGATHT
fAfed g |

() AT FqdTT T FTAAPT AGTHAT &7 AATAD] ATAA  AALATR
AT (A&, [HI=0r T g=arad T ATTHRT IS iaHT &9 |
(3) AT FHTT FIABIT THIAT TFIU HTH I ALRRBT
ATHAT B |

(%) LR (3) THINSTH TITA FIHRePT ATHAT g (0 AT AT T
Teawel ATHRIAH] THIURT HTdTT THITH e |

SR, WA, I AT T e HAldhl qeaiad

AL, [T HAI T FETdeh "Dl qIREHE T 7 giaer U
FHITH &8 | AT TAERT (R F90EF 9T FIhR i
FHIH g, |

yfafafirawmn 3g€ @ atg (Row) qEET A=

TEIO J9TATs U [qarad & " AeHide dqdrs Jd e
FHTAT A = g

ANT-c TET AT

53, gfaifaasmesr Tod

() FrAMTIFaTHT 8T THITSTHE g5 9 91 ([04) T8 B8,

fagradr smawer fafaT STasia ¥ THEEET AT 3 HER b
foepra, FRA qUT FAIT TH ATAYIRATATAR [T FI=AATH
fATT T |

(%) A1 Efaar™ any qual faqare o et 4 F=E1 @
g8 |

qT-Y STl FIHAAT T AT QThebl ATShid

%3, IANTS ATIdER

T, IR AT T qaehl ATIRIHR! T a7 T T TR ATHT
GAMT ool ANUH! F (qOH JAT AT FlATTHT AATRTRT
fereraT Ter ¥ 99T S ATIET GERERIGT AR Huges o, |

FEFTC Tgafaant geaet frat=m

HIRT-§ IeQAfq ¥ FURTeZAfd
9. Ireaateer! faarae
Ireaafdenl Toaer far=d e | 95 a9 QT et Juredl AT

(%) &ar3H

(@) (&) FFIOT IqTATS T far=r & AT ASAANqeh aaqedrs 7
fe FaTtae ar=m gl aHitad giafata aarer fHartera
g |

(<) gfafafa Farer faf=me®r ahT AeIae T SFHear fear
TG, SeAsh ¥ WTafiTeh AeefvehT ATERHAT Higer, aferd, ATfaamar
ST, frafeusr @&, e, are, aiem, Mafeus &, awders
THIT FHAAE TAGSATH] ATGRAT FHAANAE  Frafatacash
AT JrafAemaTatedes o= G ATERHT Tafdiae e
AT g |

gfafafa TuTer T T FRATH HRIHT 9i9 U [qers Han=a
I Higardre ER=d gael Fae TR, |

AT TG HAIaeh THIATATE Hetrfcashl 97T Srawr M |
(%) JTART (9) FHITA B gfafAigasr deerd Har=m &
FHITSTH T AATAERT & |

(W) FSR T FHT T TUHT JHF TATAT AN FATS FIAT THITH
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F T fAar= AT HAQH T AR g, |

(%) IIATTIETRT F=AP! AT g [Far=r=a HaaH T ATgpr
ATTHT IRT R FHITTH AT TR TATAT AT HTAADT AATTH
T % 9f A= &are SHEER & Ieeg |

(o) gfafafarasrer FriwEe g Afeara=n adr dafy a8 &
YEH WA h AOAT Ioh @1 SF wrdiene fHarted 9oz
AT BT FIET ardie gl T, |

AT AT @ ATt @ gfafafaea g1 oF stfaa aw
s @4t (House of Nationalities) ®1 A

gRT R0 A AMLH FATHT AT AT ¥ srarg 9491 (House
of Nationalities)

R0, ST T (STHH T A THAASTEHE) I TS T TGLITHhI
qaTarg

20, qUTeT fTepT AT Tl | S, ST, ore, el geere
FA gfaiHfae faere aRAr TF ST G497 (SITeS a1
FEAIAATSEF) TS TS, | AT SAT Ideh SATAT A, T,
HE9fT ForeT ATATHT ST T HATAATE HATTHT 33 33 ATHES
Ig ATHT GATHHT 38 gAgAl Srdrg 91 (House of
Nationalities) @1 wiftca wecasr g9 fawawr fagawes qifva
T AT A ATTFTE IAATTTATATS SAFeTeb g 9T T S qered
w4 uf fadgees qivd T a1 T favenfaer S qer
(ST T ATIAATAF) A5 &S |

(q) Sttt @91 (House of Nationalities) &1 Ie=res®! qarata
T Al g |

() AT FTT (SATFHT AT T TAAANCTETF) FT FGIHT (A=
FEedl AT G A qfaratacash! [aereas! ATamHr
gig |

feoauft:

et ST&AT FAMIT a1 Ges J=qaTe <AUR ATTHTETT TS T
qftga gaTRT FY Aifacr @9 RS @1 USer dad argeesd
AT @I ATFRIATET T T AT 77 g | 9T STl agofraia
TEATIIT FITAT AT AT A A, ST, 7%, Ferefr g8 qar
7 SR efEadeRt g AT Sg U9 AT Feee SeeR Fedrn
gfafafaca g9 t# sAfgsr FFa= FA1dF GG (SATH AT
ETIAATSNEF) o Ted i fare T |

AIT-90 T SHAEATTTRT

9. ATSHATH TS

(1) JATH TMTSTHTHT TS FRAITAST THE T ITTHE, TS ARTHT
E¢F AT TIASTHTR! Sl A THITAH (FaT=a Gareiasar
T B B |

() JUART () THITH TSA & TMSAHTHT Jdh TS HRIHT
T% AT AledTHl qramiaeE gis |

(3) YUF TSN Y&l [AaTad U agT qeuel T ¥ 98T qa<d
eS| | YU FSTHT FST Jouel Hanaa deaet T ¥ 981 95
TRl AT FAIT TET B |

TITAT TRl FeAeMiHeF SRTehT &UHT STHT SATHATHT TATIAT &1
ATT-3% fafqg

359, HTHT ATARTH TATIAT

q) a1 &g g qUHl Afad TE AfedrtaT e aRErRd
TATARTT SIfer o AT E Rl YidtHtae g TRI FauTtae
ATIFIRATETERT Tk STTHT AT TITIAT T, | R) ATHT ATHRTAT
HEHT AR AAITF GSATHT IIEe I8 T Teh HIAAraie
AT |

3) ATHT AR FIH, HAed T ATPR @ THITH G5

() TXHENT FIHEBSTH AR TTHT TATST & Bl ATIRES
=ifee 87 AT FAEor T JuTd GRHRITET (AR T,

g) ATUTEsdTs U ATIHR TF TEW, Faga T [ o
qAAFT THIA JUTAEHH AT AHRAHE (TR T,

) AITATITE S (AT TR |G LT RTEATHAT GARTehT FeATcTen
AT TS TXFRIHE TR T T,

o) ATITE%R! ALATH, ATGATT T ATTHA T |

¥) ATHT SATART TGB! G ATH ETHT TG | %)
AT TR WTRIATeh ARRRET FHEI T TIITHT ATANTHT STEES
AT T T, |

) T HTH, HAA T ATITFR TAT HIAET AT GG AT AT
TS RA 3 |

%) ATHT ATARTRT TSF AT FiGe qF] gArEre T 3 |

ATT-3%, AR AURTAT ATLIT

RR. HEE A= Aa<dr

(Q) AT ST IRET BT TG BIAH @bl T [Thrass aqr
FraeT THINTH THE dgdl T T T &7 (MaRor 99uaey s1aq
BTG |

() ST (9) THITT FTIAH TZhT T ebraep! far=m yrafires
el A= Fobbl § AledqT e TS, |

T30, Tlere 19, YT T @il
ATT-39 FiETT A8, JRET T Gl

%%, Gl ATH ¥ URE
() T FFTUTAATE FTeTeh! AFET FuTe TFe 9934 9ivs

() AT HqGT FUTAedd FFQ 93 ¢ Higdw ¢ feAefE auta
TN Taq 094 “ AfedTHl ¢ dvEsiE IRET g |
(1]
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TATAT TAN] FANTHE S S 4l 7 @: | SAara @&
B fedan weay @, ¥ a1 30 99 7 @, W g 9 DT @I
T ATIHAANT @A I, TATS, AT IAAT HATAATT 5o:

AT | AA ST, TF, ATHES: ALESSMAS 7 @0 T | 99 @ afY
T HAT: UBT: QMR aTear e Jam sfqartoeg wdree g9
HY | HATd JHETE AT AHAA FH(AT gie ST ar@qd fqead 9
T @ ?cm?rrerw FAT=AN @ g3 @ AT AYH 0T T2

Iaafa

dik ATRF g3d Joas [agaaad AEAT 4T g {6
JReaAT ToAT TAT FAATAT ARFT Tl =TT [EHIATAT I[eToTaraar
ITAFT A | 74T g qqEed faeraar fifr =Ry fidfrEd 7
AT grE FqUn AT AT A, T A GATE: qb AATEAT
(Heterogeneous) T=: @: | H&hd aT. AT 1@ S & AW
& FE@Er 7 | I O qaa, O @edr 7 A9 a8
o AT forep fepaT Sameell @ SepaTd = Samrad | @i et
Fhel AT FAHTAT AT T4l SATE | S AT F9 aarear
PR, AT, TERT o AT Fehell TAAHISHAT HifeAeh FB(TATT
I FATCARF FATad SAe] T (aeh] AR FATST 7 faehiad @ed

S 99

R L AR I CE IR IR R LI LA R IR IC I Rl

GRS Y R IcE U e O CIBREERIR IS RIS ECEIEI]
ITATEAT=AN] 9T @: | T ARTSAE T STAAET § Gl AR
g (e g Ao ] 919 § | Sl (a1 99 a9 2099 T
Feara qATy AT F Hemwd Jurar i R w1 ik 99 T
AT AT 943,39,033 W T | 9FT HEE A e @ Y
gfeTa @ |

ITTH, FAMEAT TAT I ATlS

Jf ST G9: § HATF TART TTHTeRIS S9Taeig = ard: T
FALT FYT HHE JrAMSaT AR [eHTAaaT HAg=a] @i
I (ST AT THISH (VAT AT TATATAF T 2T JFRea
TEgRF (@) faer amrear fasaraas Tt (@ q@re) S
forsamar | arifer o WTATET 8N AT AT AR T TF 9 g 97
9 AT WARAT A= AAT A ARACT Graar faa g gy e
FA1 3F BAEI] AT @AT I AT FEATEdd A7 qerataAry
FATAA |

ATHATIRE T T TATERTS ALEAATAT JFRYAT FERF T
g @ | IRER AHATd I AU Arqad {4 SR A989e ar
TOAMAT AAeTES qHH O @A 7 gE | FEAAr q7 @ |
dfar A @@ A7 dfe) a1 qEwged qft Sara agaa afere
A @A AAA g1 AT | 9Fd /AT qd TOHH AgE A
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(aferT /i°) g B GFRAAT & AT T AT |
SATAARTHSTAT aTqeh e MATeaeiia Araragare 7.7 st Hodraa sraan
FERT @ | FANE g AT SATHIE a9 a7 9
gTET 9o, Sraaqddl, AT g% | 99 qoid qrrerd e
PR 7 g |

wferr srerean : safeafa

GitaehTerg STraTcAT Jite ST, de AT ST g7 AFemEArad
A(AA @ @ | qeAE A9 gite T3 =A@ A9nAT AT dia"
(Tethys) HETARRR g A=A 913 | Tekide IAALIA AT AT9H
HETENR (9] AW ST 990 q97e AT 9retad | Ja:Si] 9aTe o |

YA T T

AT ST@: e AT F 7R @ | Ay g9 9T
fewTer sifHE 3, WA WA 9ETS g, FgUd % g | fewret o 2. wers
AT TR G A=A g | FISHTS ITAHT 7 : AT 30
HETHRA STST THAF 7 ARITAeed JAATIA AT T AT =ATeATaT
| FfPATAT: et SRTAT FIHFI, FAGAT A AT AT | TP AEIAT
A o e Ged & AT (=Rl @ @ |

gt

>

AT FG AT [ S{Ar=a ey fear 30 o gArav 7 4redr
gaar HegH @ | AAqad oY Ea 6 7y dreed 9 g
@RI FAT FAT=A T | TALaI" Gaar FE I «are 37 ST
v At foam: onfde SR | AT FAT=AT g |
SR

AATAT: = AT T ATFIHAIA & JIAT THY TEh
FIAT: | GEFAT A=A TR FHAY AT | AR STHAT TR

05 AAEA § | 9 5¥0 Id IR d 90 JAR AETT A=A
T | 999U TRHT FAary g, fawdt anar a9 @ns |

cLIn |

AAAHISH & AT d1(aF, T T BATATA P [STeeA1d, FEAT:
gl g | 98 FrEl 9 (Fegareis e FRAErge @l g1 99 &
FHTATSHAF (STedATd /TGS @1 g | & F Ik e g3 ATAA
AT 3 |

S 3

FASA

FTAT FATT 7 (g =AM g | W A T g G TAN]
] A @ | S 3 AT 9ATT SR gaT=AT § | @A @
AT GFF & a9 @: | g7 [U=ar SHerand st ar = g |

W STUWT, AT, ST FAET L

AICATIN T Feqg gerd] § — ) TErSAr #&FE
FHIEHSAN] TR ST R) AL ARTAR] FHIR RIS AWM | R STHTAR
= ATET FST T @A WA T, FBiE SEER] AT GLE AT
AATATATT O GETEAT A0 BR AT g | e Gered e, =dT
T S F OYEEd g | ARy ucEn, g, ShAe), #An, iferst
THEET g | BT a9 ST AT 97 TRER a7 T: |

JEEE T FAAGET

TALTA | AT HATT AIAHUSH @A ARTAURTE, EereT,
el anfe @R Jardd @ ated § | A ST S sad
STeiferer & eties ol fafamrgaf Tfed Jer: afvar araa afaar
avF | T q9T Frfeavry, fatera, afsifagy =@ dsmm A
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Best wishes for a grand success of

2nd World Newah Convention USA - 2016

Crysial Shop

Kashem, Gautam Nakarmi & family

Pier 39,
San Francisco, CA
k_nakarmi@hotmail.com
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TSI AT P AT 13,9,%33 W Afg @A =/
qATd T A, AT T T [STedrq =@ A g |

AHTHIOT, AT, A, TAATE, F&l

AT fegfamatag Gidr avf a Saar FR gATad
ST, FATAATEAT gL aE | 9 @ — §) FIHEEAT U )
FAARIAAT A T STIAFI 3) THSSATE [A=@IqAT AT SATLHR T
¥) Srafeafd Heerar SAETT L) @F A FALTAT AT TR
afe |

FALTA WA, PR 9 RIAT =aed A 3P
@ATE F d9H I @Hg | qan SG g4 qar Sid e ST
wae I, 1 |

qERfas Sfaw, ©, T, afeq sfe

g W@IRTAT g4 qard AT AW HE A
FHEA AT F:F: Fich T=: {AT=AA] | qaT: A& R U8 G2i[eAg A1
STAT=A | ATHTAT: AR afeds acde Tabl 53 9 A7 (AT =,
arfg, afF sfear gEmE? A fAaw@detT 9w g @
HTAT=AAT | & Tdeh Hal: B qaT THITAT Sadvd e G-Fiard
@ T HE ATAAAT diebre GOATCHHATIT T T Tl TaHT
Faraar & S ST gEErEad |

A F@ar ;. A,

FATAT AT R WA AT W AR { AT | SR
TAT W, T, TR @: | FA@AT (T (AT ATTHA=A) AT
[T ST e, AW 9 @ @Y A 5o | F9eY @A
YT FATIH |

AT T AT, TR, T, FG=TqStT, AT T AHIST,
S, [FsTgetT, MRS Afe AT @: | T q@siqy fEia:
Tah qATTIE Iregder q@ ATIF | @ A qAT, TJAT:, FEE:
ST, PRSI, SraT, AT, SIS, ST AT @ S,
SITEAT ST AT(E HHASTAT FATaar=a g |

T o Wﬁﬁﬁ ||, dsm: e

ST HIEBT T TTeqeh TR T S| #Hqar Sqaedaran
TS EIFd, W ST [ahrEar A 9% g A AT | (F) B
q 99 (@) TAGGd () AN (F) TAqT () TR Yar a9y |
LRI

AT FATSTATT [afiTee sa@a Hbra| AT S ST @eg
@, | T G FATTI T4 AT HEEEATT § — AT,
FTETATST R, THTeTHTST Hepl:@et:, ATl fafy T, T T, At
aRRuE, HETE: T, AecadT He@l, 9T Fiecd Az, farre JorerdrT
e i e A9 @A=L @ |

AT FHEEEA | A7 HaAT 9 A angan 9 s
FEHEITT 7 =TI AT ThY AR, 97 @1 GHTS, FTar=nd
T M, SR FAS, AT FaT |, AT Henld, QA el
T, dTel A, AT A, IS AN, T G A1S
I ST S | qATd e IAAT AT AR AT TeAHT HATAT: ToTeAT
ANRE AfgepR AR (FEATTF - SRS Sell, 7.9.90%0), HeTdR
=g (FHAIF - (AT (88, 7.8.90%0), ISa= Y (LI
- JHERTEY FET, 7.8 0%0), T FHAE Tl (FTITF - TIATA
AT, 7.9 .q0%R) AT AT FIEAT F =q:H AT a1AT 7 |

AT S T ATRAAT Jard =T & § | 009 Aaq
Tfeg U TR @Al 741 § | 0% @Al TAATRATAT FHTEY
T e emfe @Ar faqi ST 993% (0%3/0%3) 4T
IUAteIHd Fiaa quTg w@tq FeE Afd Fanaay afufay aeriae
qTET AT Afted qIEr | aferedr 94 |

Jiehre?] TET AaRATHS AL A F IS & FATAT | =TT
FATTT e 99 [ EIAdT Taraa@ AT @Al 9r] |eb arqard
AT AT AATT Tohel g, TAT AT FASITIAT] I FAT=a] S |

o ¥ YEadg AT dibed Ao g o O ger-fagery
FHETH TAT=a] IE GAr=ad] | F FAr=ad] | gobd ar=ard qard §
T AT T FaAd THHAT ATfeadiRy a1 fqea Jar. qwies
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We are delighted to inform you that our new webstore is fully operational now. Our goal from the

inception has always been to provide knowledge and promote literature from Nepal and

surrounding regions and with the establishment of the website, we have made it boundless.

PLEASE VISIT
https://www.ratnapustakinc.com/

& LIKES US ON FACEBOOK

RATNA PUSTAK WEBSTORE

Contact us at ratnapustakbhandar@gmail.com
or call 551-221-7401
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Role of Nepal Bhasa Press

in the Struggle for

Linguistic Freedom

Dr. Rabin Man Shakya

Nepal Bhasa is the language spoken by Newah
people whose culture, arts and rituals are one of the
richest in the world. Arts, culture and languages are the
important sources of identity of a nation. Arts, culture and
languages are indivisible parts of civilization and there-
fore there obviously is a symbiotic relationship between
arts, culture and language. The culture of any country is
reflected in the way of living and lifestyle of people. There
are many ethnic groups in Nepal. Each ethnic group has
its own language, customs, culture and traditions. Living
in the same nation, they strive to preserve and safeguard
their own languages and culture.

If we go by the assumption that language is a
central component of cultural identity, then all the lan-
guages of Nepal should be duly honored and recognized,
not just in papers and documents, not just in the rhetori-
cal speeches of the ministers and political stalwarts.

As a matter of fact, suppression of Nepal Bhasa
was started immediately after the advent of Shah
Dynasty in 1768 AD. It is to be noted that the coup d’ eat
orchestrated by Jung Bahadur Rana in 1846 AD further
paved the way for brutal and repressive hereditary Rana
prime-ministership which lasted for more than a century
(1846-1951). Except for the Mulki Ain, there were no press
laws and regulations during the notorious rule of Rana
generalissimo. More often than not, the words coming
from the mouth of the Rana prime minister used to be the
‘law’.

It was during the period of Rana regime that a num-
ber of Nepal Bhasa luminaries, such as, Nistha Nanda
Bajracharya, Siddhi Das Mahaju, Jagat Sundar Malla,
Yogbir Singh Kansakar, Shukra Raj Shastri and
Dharmaditya Dharmacharya started their revolutionary
and creative literary activities for the cause of develop-
ment of downtrodden Nepal Bhasa.

In fact, Nepal Bhasa which is one of the historical
and ancient languages was the administrative language
of Nepal from the 14th to the 18th centuries. Nepal Bhasa
which is a major ethnic language of Nepal is spoken as a

mother tongue by about 15 per cent of the people of Nepal.
Nevertheless, Nepal Bhasa was neglected and sup-
pressed in different time spans of Nepalese history.

Actually, the history of Nepal Bhasa journalism is
the history of its struggle for the due recognition of Nepal
Bhasa, Nepal Sambat and Theravada Buddhism, the
history of agitation and turmoil against the continuous
repression. The history of origin and emergence of the
Nepal Bhasa press is profoundly inter-related with the
activities of the Nepal Bhasa activists in British India. Nepal
Bhasa journalism’s closed doors or cul-de-sac was
opened for the first time in Nepal Bhasa journalism his-
tory with the publication of the magazine “Buddha Dharma”
in 1925 AD from Kolkata, British India by Dharmaditya
Dharmacharya. It was a landmark event in the chronicles
of Nepal Bhasa journalism. Absence of conducive politi-
cal conditions and specter of Rana regime’s repression -
these were some of the reasons that prompted some
Nepal Bhasa advocates to embark on “magazine publi-
cation venture” in Nepal Bhasa not from within the terri-
tory of Nepal, but from abroad.

Therefore, the monthly magazine “Buddha Dharma”
was the first printed publication in Nepal Bhasa and it
was brought out in 1925 by Dharmaditya Dharmacharya
which was nome de plume of Jagat Man Vaidya (1902-
1963). In fact, “Buddha Dharma” was the outcome of the
lofty ideals of some enthusiastic Newars in Kolkata, India
like Dharmacharya to create a platform for reviving
Theravada Buddhism and for promoting Nepal Bhasa as
language of Newars.

It may be a coincidence or a planned event, but the
first issue of “Buddha Dharma” was brought out on the
day of Buddha Purnima. It was in 1927 that the name of
the publication “Buddha Dharma” was morphed into “Bud-
dha Dharma wa Nepal Bhasa” thereby becoming an ef-
fective platform that accommodated interests of
Theravada Buddhists and advocates of Nepal Bhasa.

So, what was the raison of “Buddha Dharma”
being published from Kolkata, British India? Press free-
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dom and freedom of expression were the words that very
few Newah elites could understand during the Shah-Rana
regime.

What, palpably, made the Rana regime decide not
to permit the people to participate in the linguistic, jour-
nalistic and social awakening activities was the specter
that in due course of time, it would politicize and polarize
the people to such an extent that a serious threat to their
monopolistic and oligarchic regime might be posed.

Hence, the Newah people were not only deprived
of press freedom and freedom of expression, but all those
means of mass communication (such as newspapers,
magazines, books, libraries, photography, radio sets etc)
that might make them politically conscious of their legiti-
mate rights were also prohibited to function or were con-
trolled by the Rana generalissimo.

Speaking of the Rana regime, mention must be
made of Chandra Shamsher Rana who was one of the
cruelest and despotic Rana prime ministers. Chandra
orchestrated untimely exit of Dev Shamsher who was
relatively a liberal Rana premier and who started the pub-
lication of the Gorkhapatra in 1901. Likewise, mention
should also be made of Gyan Mala Bhajan Khala which
disseminated devotional songs and raised awareness
against the Rana tyranny. It is to be noted that Gyan Mala
Bhajan hymns were usually written in Nepal Bhasa to
enhance Theravada Buddhism, something intolerable to
the Ranas. The activists of the Gyan Mala Bhajan Khala
were incarcerated and tortured by the generalissimo dur-
ing the reign of Chandra Shamsher. This was a testimony
to the fact that the Rana rulers did not even tolerate the
religious freedom, much less the social and political
awakening.

The rituals, ceremonies and traditions of Bajrayana
Buddhism practiced by the Shakyas and Bajracharyas of

the Kathmandu Valley were allowed unhindered
during the Rana regime. But the Ranas did not tolerate
the religious activities of the Buddhist monks bolstering
the Theravada Buddhism. As a result, a number of Nepalese
Buddhist monks were banished from the country.

Given the fact that even the first and pioneering
publication in the Nepali or Gorkhali language (which has
always been the official and national language of Nepal
during the entire Rana and Shah rule) “Gorkha Bharat
Jeevan” was printed and published in Banaras, British
India in 1888 AD, it is not surprising to note that the first
publication in Nepal Bhasa was also launched not from
within Nepal but from Kolkata, British India.

Quintessentially, “Buddha Dharma wa Nepal Bhasa”
was a magazine devoted to the issues of Theravada Bud-
dhism and Nepal Bhasa. That is why there is no doubt
that “Buddha Dharma” was an effective voice that was
instrumental in disseminating and enhancing the ideas of
Nepal Bhasa and Buddhism. It was able to inculcate val-
ues of language and give a voice for the freedom of reli-
gion and linguistic freedom.

In Indian town of Kalimpong, a monthly magazine
“‘Dharmodaya” was published in 1947 by Mani Harsha
Jyoti for Dharmodaya Sabha which was an organization
established by Buddhist monks who had been banished
from Nepal in 1944 on charges of promoting Theravada
Buddhism. The first editors of the “Dharmodaya” were
Aniruddha and Mahanam Kovid.

Rana autocracy’s downfall at the hands of the popu-
lar upheaval in the modern history of Nepal had stunning
implications for the Nepalese people. One of the remark-
able things done during the short period of democratic
innovations (1951-1960) was that Nepal Bhasa was taught
even at the high schools as an optional subject and later
on at colleges and university. It is to be noted that a
language is at risk of being lost when it is no longer taught
to younger generation. Also, Nepal Bhasa was recognized
by Kathmandu Municipality too during the short period of
democratic innovations.

In this way, the first Nepal Bhasa magazine
published within the territory of Nepal was “Thaukanhe”
(Nowadays) which was printed at Bagishwor
Chhapakhana, Jhochhen, Kathmandu and which started
its publication on May 21, 1951 is still alive and kicking.
The magazine was edited by Purna Kazi Tamrakar and
Pushpa Ratna Sagar while the publisher of the
magazine was Ratna Man Singh Tuladhar. The
magazine “Thaukanhe” championed the cause of uplift-
ing and enhancing the Nepal Bhasa as the living language
of Newars.

A literary quarterly magazine “Nepal” was brought
outin 1952. The magazine was edited by Hridaya Chandra
Singh Pradhan and was published by Nepal Bhasa
Parishad. Another remarkable monthly magazine “Jhee”
(We) which began publishing in1958 and continued to be
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published until 1985.The magazine was edited by Mohan
Narayan. Likewise, the role of bimonthly magazine “Situ”
(Holy Grass) edited by Prem Bahadur Kansakar and pub-
lished by Chwasa Pasa was tremendous. “Situ” came out
in 1964 and ceased its publication in 1991. All these Nepal
Bhasa magazines exercised tremendous influence to raise
language and literary awareness among the people.

Meanwhile, a weekly newspaper “Pasa” (Friend)
was brought out in Kolkata in 1953 and it was published
by Chwosa Pasa, a Nepal Bhasa literary association. In
1957, “Pasa” was morphed into a daily newspaper that
was published only for three months and was edited by
Krishna Chandra Singh Pradhan. “Pasa” also focused on
the struggle of Nepal Bhasa language movement.

Even though radio broadcasting in Nepal Bhasa was
initiated on January 18, 1951 over Nepal Radio which
was aired from Biratnagar and thus had tremendous
historical significance, it was perpetually neglected later
on. News on Nepal Bhasa was broadcast daily from the
Radio Nepal after the collapse of the Rana regime.
However, news in Nepal Bhasa was discontinued in 1965
and another weekly program “Jeevan Dabu” was scrapped
in 1971 by the Radio Nepal during the Panchayat regime.
Today, there are over 400 FM radio stations all over Nepal
and the number of TV stations has reached almost two
dozen, many of them operating 24 hours. Nepal Bhasa
programs including news are today broadcast by 15 FMs
and four national TV channels.

Nepal Bhasa Patrika which was the first daily news-
paper in Nepal Bhasa was brought out from Kathmandu
on Sept 28, 1955 and was edited by Phatte Bahadur Singh.
The launching of Nepal Bhasa Patrika in 1955 with the
objective of developing and consolidating Nepal Bhasa
was a tremendous stride made in Nepal Bhasa journal-
ism. Going kby the contents of the newspaper, it dissemi-
nated national and community news and played a big role
in enhancing and enriching Nepal Bhasa. The newspa-
per which also played a significant role in the struggle for
linguistic freedom ceased publication in 1983.

The ceasing of Nepal Bhasa Patrika in 1983 was
palpably a big setback for Nepal Bhasa journalism. But in
the ensuing days,it was compensated by other Nepal
Bhasa newspapers. A weekly newspaper “Rajamati” was
launched in 1983 from Lalitpur under the editorship of
Dharma Ratna Shakya. Likewise, a prominent weekly
newspaper “Inap” (Appeal) was created by Malla K Sundar
to preserve Nepal Bhasa and go ahead with the struggle
for broader linguistic freedom against the Panchayat re-
gime. The weekly newspaper which was published from
1983 till 1996 from Kathmandu also championed the cause
of language awareness in Nepal.

Similarly, the daily newspaper “Biswabhumi” which
started to hit the newsstands in 1987 was a big sensation
at that time. “Biswabhumi” was edited by Ashok Shrestha.
“Biswabhumi” which played a big role during the 1990
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Peoples Movement was a favorite and a very popular
newspaper in the Kathmandu Valley. Its coverage of politi-
cal news and especially of the breaking news was eagerly
awaited by Newah readers of the Kathmandu Valley.

At certain point, “Biswabhumi” was plagued by in-
ternal bickerings, and as a result Shrestha quit the news-
paper and went on to establish a new daily Nepal Bhasa
newspaper called “Nhugu Biswabhumi” in 1992.

Thus, the period of the Panchayat system (1960-
1990) was another significant period of struggle for Nepal
Bhasa linguistic freedom. The trajectory of the Nepal
Bhasa journalism during the Panchayat regime was
marked by the chronicles of struggle against the “One
Nation, One Language” policy of the then rulers. The
scrapping of Nepal Bhasa programs in the Radio Nepal
during the Panchayat period was palpably because some
ultra-conservative Khas-Bahun elites were harboring
deep-seated antagonism with the Nepal Bhasa.

Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation launched
airing a weekly half-hour program on every Wednesday
in Nepal Bhasa from Nov 6, 1983. The scrapping of this
program also epitomized another perfect example of deep-
seated antagonism of the Khas-Bahun elites. The same
was the case of ill-destiny of Nepal Bhasa songs pro-
gram being broadcast by All India Radio, Kurseong be-
cause of the pressure by the ruling elites.

In this way, the activities of the Panchayat govern-
ments to prosecute and persecute the opposition minded
press as well the Nepal Bhasa media was testimony to
the fact that the regime allowed only the veneer of de-
mocracy to take hold.

Nepal Bhasa related associations used to organize
a number of programs to enhance and raise linguistic
awareness during the period of Panchayat regime. Birat
Nepal Bhasa Sahitya Sammelan organized in Bhaktapur
every year was one of the remarkable and conspicuous
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example of these programs. State controlled newspapers
the Gorkhapatra and The Rising Nepal never published
news stories about those programs. State controlled
electronic media like Radio Nepal and Nepal Television
generally ignored or disparaged those programs even
not broadcasting little bit of footage. That was during
Panchayat regime.

Today, Nepal Bhasa press can boast of five daily
newspapers and 12 weekly newspapers. Sandhya Times,
Jheegu Swaniga, Apsara, Desay Madu Jhyaa and Layaku
are some of the prominent Nepal Bhasa newspapers.
The Nepal Bhasa newspapers are unabashedly against
the establishment’s approach of not giving due respect
and honor to the ethnic languages. Many of the develop-
ments that Nepal Bhasa news media are covering are
intrinsically helpful for the linguistic advocates.

If a language is a cultural heritage, the govern-
ment should always strive to preserve and develop the
ethnic languages. Are the post-Il Jan Andolan govern-
ments of Nepal serious about boosting multi-culturalism
in Nepal? These and other language-rights issues were
some of the burning topics which were vehemently and
consistently disseminated by the Nepal Bhasa press and
rightfully so.

Even though Nepal Bhasa is not a dying language,
but still this language needs to be saved from a number
of dishonest maneuverings and manipulations from its
known and unknown detractors. There is a lot that can
be done to further develop Nepal Bhasa journalism both
qualitatively and quantitatively. Stronger efforts should be
carried out to create a Nepal Bhasa media fund to help
some of the ailing newspapers. Similarly, provisions of
workshops and training (national as well as international)
for Newah journalists could lead to contribute in qualita-
tive journalism.

What is amusing, however, is that the political par-
ties and political stalwarts are advocating for more free-
dom to Nepal Bhasa and other ethnic languages at pub-
lic forums and expressing commitment on behalf of their
respective parties for enhancing Nepal Bhasa and Nepal
Sambat, but are failing to meet the minimum pre-require-
ments that are needed for this. It looks like support of the
politicians in their rhetorical speeches vis-a-vis Nepal
Bhasa and other ethnic languages, and Nepal Sambat
and other ethnic Sambats is just window dressing. A
ccording to some Nepal Bhasa advocates, the main-
stream political parties of Nepal have just paid lip ser-
vice to the Nepal Sambat and Nepal Bhasa.

There should be continuous public and media pres-
sure on the government and mainstream political parties
for providing full honor and respect to Nepal Bhasa and
Nepal Sambat. Today more than ever, Nepal Bhasa press
and Nepal Bhasa advocates should pressurize the

government to include Nepal Bhasa as an optional lan-
guage course in the high schools as was the case in
1950s and 1960s. Concrete government policies about
Nepal Bhasa are what we need; lip service is not a
solution.

Historical experience shows that the monarchy and
the Rana charlatans indeed always played villainous role
to destroy or at least to minimize the role of Nepal Bhasa
in the past. But even in today’s republican and
democratic dispensation, the Nepal Bhasa and Nepal
Sambat are yet to be recognized to the full extent prob-
ably because the Royal specter and Panchayat hang-
over still haunts the “neo-kinglets”. Even today the pow-
erful leaders and the neo-kinglets have half hearted atti-
tudes towards Nepal Bhasa and Nepal Sambat..

Time has come for the Newah people across the
world to come forward with some concrete actions to lend
stimulus to the process of consolidating and enhancing
the Nepal Bhasa movement in global level. The
establishment of World Newah Organization (WNO)
some years ago was quite relevant in this context.

WNO is an international platform of the Newah
people scattered across the world to champion the cause
of strengthening and consolidating the Nepal Bhasa
movement. The Newah people across the world are look-
ing to the Second World Newah Convention to be held
at Baltimore, USA with keen interest and curiosity, as
WNO has become an important stakeholder and partner
for Nepal Bhasa'’s development in international level.

The WNO which has moved to center stage in
global Nepal Bhasa movement should make uniting
Newars across the globe to preserve and promote Nepal
Bhasa , Newar culture and identity the centerpiece of its
agenda. WNO'’s presence is already strong and effec-
tive in the global Newah movement. The top priority of
the WNO should be to bring in all the Newars and all the
Newah organizations across the world into one big um-
brella organization.

It is not that the state has totally ignored the
pathetic situation of the Nepal Bhasa. The state has
proclaimed that all the ethnic languages of Nepal are
national languages of Nepal. However, failure to enforce
this proclamation into practical reality is a chronic prob-
lem of our country. It is in this context that the WNO can
play a tremendous role by exerting global pressure on
the Nepal government for the full recognition of Nepal
Bhasa and Nepal Sambat. There is no doubt that the
WNO should be a trusted source of inspiration for the
Newah people across the world.

It is evident that in the perspective of contempo-
rary Nepal, in its elaborate process of social and cultural
development, the scope and role of Nepal Bhasa is
getting to be vital. o
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Newah'dentity, Unity 3nd Avfonomy:

A Viewpoint

The Newah identity today appears to be viewed from
two contradictory perspectives: one is with a sense of pride
in Newah culture and traditions, and a deep conviction that
such a rich and unique cultural heritage deserves to be
preserved and promoted; and the other is with a sense of
vague embarrassment and “disowning” of a language that
seems to enjoy little social/political prestige, less usefulness
or economic value, and have traditions that are too
cumbersome, time consuming, and old fashioned. Those with
complete devotion and dedication to Newah culture point out
that from as early as 1811, distinguished scholars' have
observed how distinctive and well-formed our historical
reservoir is with our own language, customs, values, rituals,
traditions, social structures and religions. These are developed
in such a full-fledged manner that we could function as a full
“rashtra” or nation in our own right. The others, not in close
touch with our cultural heritage, have forgotten the deliberate
suppression of Newah language and culture during the Rana
regime in Nepal and the subsequent discrimination in later
periods as well. They also ignore the relentless struggles of
our dedicated forefathers? and the present groups of committed
Newah promoters® who have managed to keep our language
and culture alive and our identity intact. They have become
“emotionally detached” from Newah culture, and are slowly
moving towards assimilation into the dominant culture.

This leads us to a much debated issue: how is Newah
identity constituted? What does being a Newah mean to
different groups of people? | present some of my initial
thoughts* on how Newah identity is maintained among diverse
“categories” of people:

Dr. Jyoti Tuladhar |

* For those who have lived outside Kathmandu Valley for
two generations and lost the use of Nepal Bhasa completely
and assimilated with the dominant culture, with no regular
contact with Kathmandu Valley, their Newah identity resides
merely in their last names.

* Those living outside but maintaining family relations and
marriage alliances with the Valley on a regular basis may
have lost the language but keep up main traditions such as
“‘mha puja” and other festivities.

* Those who live outside with older family members who
speak the language and keep Newah traditions strictly have
younger members who understand the language but cannot
speak it.

* Those who live in far off countries celebrate the “Mha
Puja” in a grand fashion taking pride in being Newahs but
have lost the use of Nepal Bhasa.

* Those who have lived outside the country for two
generations but still use Newah language and maintain Newah
identity within their families because of their personal pride in
their culture.

* Those who live in Kathmandu Valley and consider it
beneath their dignity to speak in the language, suffering from
a sense of “low esteem” in Newah identity, “emotionally
detached” down-rating their own cultural heritage.

* Those who are committed to Nepal Bhasa individually
and have also made contributions to literature but encourage
or “tolerate” use of dominant language among their younger
generations; and
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* Those deeply committed to Newah identity, ensuring
pride and dignity for Newah heritage within their families,
promoting Newah language use and preservation, whether
living within Nepal or outside.

The question that faces us now is: will it be possible
to maintain Newah identity without struggling to promote
Newah language? Among Kathmandu Valley residents, a
distinctively downward trend towards slow decline of Nepal
Bhasa as a “living language” has been noted over the last
few decades,® due to a multiplicity of reasons - both internal
and external, social and political. Among Newah migrants
to places outside Kathmandu Valley or to nearby locations
in India such as Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Sikkim and more
recently to far-off countries all over the world, loss of our
language has become evident for over more than two
generations. If the loss of a language represents the loss of
much of that community’s cultural heritage, autonomy, power
and connectivity, then how has Newah identity been
maintained? Is that the reason why the identity has gradually
dissolved or is it in the process of dissolving?®

As generally understood, the term “Newah identity”
refers to the distinctive and intrinsic intertwining of language
and culture. Language is much more than words, a body of
vocabulary or a set of grammatical rules. It embodies a
way of thinking and being, the inner spirit of a culture. It
encapsulates the entire traditions, values and thought
patterns of a culture. Hence, language cannot be divorced
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from traditions and culture. For Newah identity to survive,
the Newah language cannot be allowed to die, and definitely
not “strangled”.

We do recognize that we live within an environment
of “cultural pluralism”. We know that “language change is
inevitable, continuous, universal and multidirectional™”
especially when state patronage is no longer there and
practical utility no longer exists. The dominant culture and
language will tend to swallow us unless we carefully move
against the challenges step by step. Our unique identity
may become lost or assimilated?®.

In linguistic studies dealing with language change, it
has been amply observed that language loss may be caused
by three fundamental factors: (i) lack of state support and
patronage; (ii) loss of productive use in administrative,
economic, professional or career fields; (iii) loss of “own”
community support. Despite acknowledging that Nepal is a
multi-lingual, multi-ethnic and multi-religious country, the
new constitution of Nepal does not have provisions for any
specific support to Newah language and culture. In fact,
the term Newah is not mentioned in connection with any
constitutional provision. Hence it goes without saying that
no state structures, national educational system or economic
benefits accrue to the use of Nepal Bhasa or in support of
Newah culture specifically. Since identity and language are
intertwined, the impact of no-support, is inevitable
dissolution. It is only the Newah community now that can
save our own identity.

G )

fofcrd: J] &fcd ofal: d:gjsa
9b:db: ENIh AT

Best wishes for
a grand success of

2nd World Newah Convention

Krishna, Mahindra, Chhaya

Mala & Manindra Pradhan
Gaithersurg, Maryland

-
\\

P 44 | Halin Newah - Second World Newah Convention Souvenir 2016



This should make all of us realize how important it is
to secure political space and full participation in the power
structures of the country. “Political autonomy” has become
a fundamental need. It is not merely a quest for “Newah
power” as a political force but is the source for the “life-
breath and life-blood” needed to preserve and promote our
language and culture and uplift our Newah peoples in all
dimensions of life. Since without autonomy, state structures
will not accommodate our specific needs; given the current
context, it is only “autonomy” that will help us carve out an
appropriate niche for us in our own land. It is therefore, a
call to preserve our own cultural rights and indigenous
heritage®

C169 - Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989
(No. 169): ILO Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal
Peoples in Independent Countries (Entry into force: 05 Sep
1991 Adoption: Geneva, 76th ILC session (27 Jun 1989)
that should inspire us to support the cause of political
autonomy. Perhaps without autonomy our identity will not
survive. Since ethnic identity and autonomy has become a
political issue in Nepal, we must be ready to raise our voices
in support of our human right to our independent identity,
language and culture.

It is equally important to keep in mind that within the
current population in Nepal of approximately 30 million, the
population of Newahs is marked as approximately 13 lakhs
(1.3 million) with 6.4 lakhs female and 6.6 lakhs male;
whereas the Nepal Bhasa speakers are counted to be
approximately 8 lakhs with an almost equal number of
female and male speakers.'® Numerically, we have become
a minority with only 4.3% of the total population. This is a
critical factor to consider in our efforts to preserve what we
have till today so that we protect ourselves from getting
fully assimilated or “lost.”

Many Newah organizations have been established
to preserve and promote our culture, language, and
literature. Efforts have also been made to unite all such
institutions under a single umbrella body. We must applaud
their endeavours. But many also tend to become
dysfunctional due to various reasons — internal and external.
Unless we rise above our petty ideological differences,
personal enmity and squabbles over leadership positions
in organisations, we cannot have a united front. Our only
goal should be to advocate for collective Newah identity
with ONE voice.

This is a critical time for us to understand and analyse
the current trends of decline in the pride of Newah identity;
and to design a strategy on promoting our culture and
identity at various levels - individual, family, community and
national. A full advocacy campaign to bring awareness to
our communities, at home and abroad, must be launched.
Research and documentation should form an important part
of our promotional activities. Enhancing the quality of life
for Newah peoples, economic well-being and professional
upliftment should all be woven into our programmes.

Working within a multi-dimensional strategic action
framework we can motivate and enrich our younger
generations with knowledge and pride in Newah heritage
not only in Nepal but also in all those countries abroad where
our Newah peoples have settled.

Last, but not the least, we need to promote our cultural
heritage by initiating programmes to familiarize and educate
people of other cultures about our unique traditions and
customs. Cultural heritage is a gift we bring to the world
community, in support of a harmonious “ethnosphere™'.
Global support in turn will definitely help us push for our
cause further. The World Newah Organization can provide
leadership to unite the global Newah community, working
together on a common platform, solidifying our fragmented
voices and strengthening both individual and collective
contributions to raise the image of Newah identity and
culture worldwide.
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Footnotes
' Colonel Kirkpatrick, An Account of the Kingdom of Nepal,
1811; Brain Hodgson, 1820; Sylvain Levi, Le Nepal, 1905

2 SiddhidasMahaju, Yogbirsingh, Jagatsundar Malla and many
others

3 Educationists, literary figures, civil society activists, politically
oriented groups, etc.

4 These are based only on my personal perspective, not on
any research and objective data. These are generalized
CATEGORIES and there will always be exceptions. | am not
aware of any objective studies undertaken on this issue.

5 We must acknowledge with gratitude the more recent
upsurge of Newah movement and committed groups to
Newah Cause.

6 Bhasa mwa sa jati mwai (If the language survives, the nation/
gioup will survive)
— kavi siddhidas Mahaju

" Joshua Fishman, Language in Sociocultural Change, 1972
8 David Crystal, 1999

1 Extracted from Rabindra Maharjan’s article on “Nepadya
nyanka Newa ta guli du?”

Figures as presented from Central Statistics Department,
Nepal Govt. September 2013:

Total population of Newahs: 13 lakhs, 21 thousand and 933
(6 lakhs, 42 thousand 352 F and 6 lakhs 79 thousand 581 M)
Total Nepal Bhasa speakers: 8 lakhs 46 thousand 55

7 (4 lakhs 32 thousand 066 F and 4 lakhs 14 thousand 491
M)

" Wade Davis, Canadian anthropologist, signifies “the sum
total of all the thoughts and dreams and ideas and beliefs
and intuitions, myths brought into being since the beginning
of time.” (2001) [l
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The Goddess Vajrayogini ond

Bal Gopal Shrestha

Historical importance of Vajrayogini

Once every year the inhabitants of Sankhu celebrate
festival of the goddess Vajrayogini as the town's most impor-
tant festival. The dawn of history in Nepal started with
Manadeva’s inscription dated A.D. 464. King Manadeva does
not mention his Licchavi pedigree, but was proud of his father
and grandfather, who, like Manadeva, claimed to belong to
the glorious Suryavmsa line of kings (as did Ramacandra,
king of Ayodhya and Hero of the Ramayana epic). Manadeva’s
grandfather Vrsadeva was a Buddhist by choice, but his grand-
son was not (or rather there is no epigraphic evidence for
that). However, Manadeva liberally endowed Hindu temples
and Buddhist monasteries alike.

That's where our story starts: with Manadeva and, of
course, with his successors. Please note: we know from a
14th century chronicle that, before the advent of the Licchavis,
there happened to be a Kirata dynasty in Nepal. The ancient
monastery Gum Vihara may date back to that pre-Lichhavi
time, but we are short of evidence in this regard. The Kirata
dynasty did not leave any other remains of palaces or reli-
gious buildings, and no inscriptions either, but their legacy is
taken for granted and has become part of the recent self-
assertion of the Newar community. The lack of evidence to
call the Kirata kings "Newar" or “proto-Newar” does not bother
the modern elite at all. The fact that the word "Gum" means
"forest" in present-day Newar language, the indigenous lan-
guage of the Kathmandu Valley, was, even for a foremost
Nepalese historian like Dhanavajra Vajracarya, enough rea-
son to attribute a “Kirati” origin to Gum Vihara.

At present, Sankhu is multi-caste, but if we are to con-
sider surrounding settlements, also multi-ethnic, terms which
are combined in a single Khas-Nepali language expression:
bahujati. This compound word refers to the minority castes
and ethnicities within the present-day nation-state, minorities
which have cultures distinct from the national mainstream:
that of the Parvate (Parvatiya, “of the hills”) population, which
has Khas—Nepali as its mother tongue, and consists of Bahun
(Brahmins) and Chetri (Ksatriya) castes.

Sankhu offers a beautiful example of interrelationships,
both regarding the Newar jafs (translated here by “castes”)
and the surrounding “ethnic groups”. There are 21 Newar jat
in Sankhu; here the term jat does not apply to an ethnic unity,
but to the many layers of what is one of the most elaborate
urban caste systems of South Asia. The social organization
of the Tamang and Parvate ethnic groups living in and around

her Festival in Sankhu, Nepal

(Sarki, Kami, Damai, Gaine) in the Parvate community, the
nationwide Parvate community has a largely homogeneous
culture that is determined by the dominant Bahun and Chetri
castes. The Tamang, who, after the Newar, have the most
numerous population in the Sankhu area, do not have a caste
system in the common sense of the word, although some
claim certain clans (thar) among them have a higher status
than others.

Certainly, the Newar are culturally predominant, but the
Tamang and Chetri ethnic groups are far from "foreign" within
the context of Newar society. In fact, we cannot gather from
the Licchavi inscriptions, which are in ornate Sanskrit, whether
the vernacular language of the Valley at that time was indeed
"proto-Newar", or rather “proto-Tamang" or, for that matter, a
"proto-Tibeto-Burman" language (a possibility which cannot
be excluded if we take into account the early settlement of the
Nepal Valley and Sankhu in particular).

Sankhu's Gum Vihara is mentioned in Manadeva's in-
scription of 464 AD. Manadeva was not the first Suryavamsa
king of Nepal. The term "Licchavi" however, only appears in
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king Jayadeva's inscription at Pasupati 733 AD, and includes
a full genealogy of the dynasty up to the god Brahma.
Jayadeva's Pasupati inscription is interesting in other regards,
and, most notably, by the grants this king gave to both temples
and monasteries: in his list of donations, Sankhu's Gum Vihara
is second only to Pasupati. The earliest historically attested
Suryavamsa king, Manadeva, did not care to make the Hindu-
Buddhist distinction. Manadev’s grandfather, however, known
only through the inscriptions of his grandson and by the
Pasupati stele of Jayadeva with the Licchavi dynasty geneal-
ogy appears to have had a more explicit Buddhist orientation.
He is skipped, passed over, however you call it, in Jayadeva's
genealogy of the Licchavis at Pasupati. Nowadays, while the
inhabitants of Sankhu call Gum Baha to the Vajrayogini sanc-
tuary and Hyaumkhvahmaju (red-faced mother) and
Mhasukhvahmaiju (yellow-faced mother) to the deities reside
there, outsiders may call the sanctuary Vajrayogini. Tamang
also refer to the goddess(es) as the red-faced and yellow-
faced mothers, but in their own Tamang language. This indi-
cates that the Licchavi kings, whether Saiva, Bauddha (or both)
attributed a very high value to the shrines at Gum Bahal.
Things are different again with the king who was well
known outside Nepal (e.g. at the Chinese court), namely

Amsuvarman, who did not belong to the Suryavamsa though.
Because of the amount of inscriptions from Amsuvarman’s
realm we know more about him than about any other king of
the Licchavi period. What interests us here is that an inscrip-
tion of Amsuvarman at Hadigaon dated 608 AD mentions an
endowment to Gum Vihara among 5 of his specified dona-
tions so, in spite of king Amsuvarman's known Saiva prefer-
ence, he too gave a high priority to the Buddhist shrine lo-
cated above Sankhu: already called Gum Vihara at that time.
We do not have the source materials to prove that there was
a Vajrayogini temple at that time, but Gumbahal was certainly
a monastery of national importance, so much is sure.

Patronage of Gum Vihara continued in the so-called
Dark Ages-between the end of the 8th century (when the
Licchavi inscriptions, and possibly their rule, came to an end)
and the start of the Malla dynasty at the end of the 13th cen-
tury. Source materials are scarce, but a descendant of the
Thaku jujus, the kings/nobles who ruled Kathmandu in medi-
eval times, is still worshipping Vajrayogini as his Istadevata -
the deity of his choice. During the Malla dynasty, Pratap Malla
embellished the Vajrayogini temple in 1665. We are not ex-
actly sure what the shrine of Vajrayogini looked like before or
after Pratap Malla restructured the temple. For the pagoda-
type temple that is in existence till today, was commissioned
only in 1712 A.D. by king Bhaskar Malla's mother
Bhuvanlaksmi. The importance of Gum Bahal/Vajrayogini did
not stop either when the Malla period came to an end, with
Prithvi Narayan Shah's conquest of the Kathmandu Valley in
1768/69. Just to give one example: members of the heredi-
tary Rana family rulers chose Vajrayogini as their Istadevata.
The story told is that on one occasion the Ranas came to
Sankhu on horseback during the festival of Vajrayogini and
were turned down. Nobody should surpass the goddess
Vajrayogini with regard to glamour and purity during Sankhu's
main festival in March/April. Rulers have to leave their at-
tributes and bow for the goddess. Horses, elephants, umbrel-
las, personal palanquins as well as leather shoes are gener-
ally prohibited during the festival of Sri Vajrayogini.

Several guthis from outside (esp. Kathmandu city) still
have Vajrayogini as their Istadevata, but their number did not
increase any more after Sankhu lost its prominence as a trad-
ing town. Social and religious decline set in after the opening
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of the alternative road from India to Tibet by way of Sikkim.
The rich and much-wanted trade center, which Sankhu had
been for at least 1500 years, turned more and more into itself,
and finally became a primarily agricultural town. As a result,
the Vajrayogini festival lost its national significance to a great
extent: nowadays it is primarily the festival of the goddess of
Sankhu, and for the greater part celebrated by Sankhu’s local
inhabitants. Yet it did not turn into an entirely Newar affair:
Chetri, and more particularly Tamang, partake in the festival
in their own way, so that, at a diminished scale, Sankhu's main
festival remains an example of Newar culture in Nepalese
society at large.

Vajrayogini as the protective deity of Sankhu town
Besides being a divinity of national importance, with a
long-attested history, Vajrayogini is also the protective god-
dess of Sankhu town. In that regard the goddess has many
features in common with the protective deities of other Newar
towns, but also a few peculiarities. The procession statues of
Vajrayogini and her company are not kept in Sankhu town,
butin Gum Vihara, the forest monastery itself. People coming
up from Sankhu to worship the goddess have to visit both
forms of the goddess: the red-painted one in the main pa-
goda temple, as well as the procession statue

Mhasukhvahmaiju, "Yellow-faced mother," a little up in the
courtyard of Gum Vihara. The latter one, made of metal-plated
wood, is considered to be fiercer, and may hence represent a
different deity rather than being a double of the Red-faced
mother.

Next to the Vajrayogini temple to the East another pa-
goda-type temple contains a large metal stupa, which is also
part of the obligatory tour of the worshippers. It is also called
Dharmadhatu by the Vajracaryas, but commonly considered to
be Vajrayogini’'s husband by the people of Sankhu at large (in
spite of the fact that the Caitya or Stupa is a dome-shaped
structure, without any manlike features. The stupa which is
accompanying Vajrayogini (Mhasukhvahmaju) in her proces-
sion, as well as the procession statues of her lion-faced and
tiger-faced guardians, are also kept in the god-house inside
the monastery compound. On the ground floor of that building,
an eternal fire is burning, from which the devotees collect sa-
cred ashes. The fire is not given out, however, and the fire

sacrifices for Vajrayogini are, at least nowadays, kindled in an
informal way. Yet the rule seems to have been that the
Vajracarya priests of Sankhu turned to the Kathmandu court
in case of minor or major calamities. Emergency exchange of
pure (pavitra) fire for example, used to occur between the
Pharping Vajrayogini shrine and the Sankhu one, as well as -
it was told, between the eternal fire at Pasupati, or the (long
disappeared) eternal fire which used to be kept burning in the
old palace of Hanumandhoka in Kathmandu. Yet another myth
tells the tradition of exchanging fire between the Agnimath
temple in Patan and the Sankhu Vajrayogini, in case of extin-
guish of fire in either place.

The fire sacrifice takes place eight days prior to the
festival, on the day of Nimantrana, the official invitation to the
gods and the people for the coming festival. That morning the
Vajracaryas, the Buddhist priests in charge of Vajrayogini, carry
out a puja at the forest shrine of the goddess and in the night
of that same day they carry out a secret fire sacrifice in the
rest house opposite the front door of the temple. Vajrayogini,
both her statue in the temple as well as a representation
evoked in an earthen jar (kalasa) near to the fire, are the only
ones invited at the fire sacrifice besides the officiants. In addi-
tion to grains and ghee, pieces of buffalo lung are offered into
the fire. Four days later the royal sword, representing the king,
is brought from Katmandu by the Maham, the traditional town
guard. It is brandished just before entering the town, but will
remain covered with a cloth for the remaining time until it leaves
Sankhu again after the completion of the Vajrayogini festival.

Eight days later, on the full-moon day, the massive
palanquin with the bigger than man-size statue of Vajrayogini
is brought down. The procession stupa and the two guard-
ians precede the goddess. During the one century of auto-
cratic Rana rule (up to 1951) every family of Sankhu was
obliged to send a physically able son to carry the palanquin.
Nowadays bearing the palanquins is dependent on voluntary
labor, and the time Vajrayogini may need to reach the town
varies according to the available manpower. It takes about
half an hour walk from the forest shrine to the town, but the
trail goes steeply down and then up again. Among the youth
of Sankhu the enthusiasm in participating in this festival has
not diminished. Most recently, even teenage girls and wom-
enfolk started participating in the festival by playing musical
instruments and dances. They also started giving helping
hands in carrying out the palanquins in the procession. Until
recently females were not supposed to these jobs.

Usually Vajrayogini will reach the town around sunset.
After crossing the town border, Vajracarya priests will jump
on Vajrayogini's chariot for the ride to one of the four rest
houses where the goddess will stay. The rest houses (satah)
are spread over town, and each time another quarter has the
honor and the duty to receive Vajrayogini and her company.
During her transfer from the palanquin to the satah the god-
dess is covered with a shroud. The presence of Nay musi-
cians is essential at this transfer. Because the images are
covered with shrouds and also because the specialism of the
Nay is to play special music, most Sankhu people think that
the Naykhim played on this occasion is funeral music. The
musical leader of the Nay, however, informed us that it is in
fact special festival music, which only resembles the funeral
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music for the musically ignorant people.

During Vajrayogini's stay in the satah the Vajracarya
priests will take care of worshipping and feeding the goddess.
Vajrayogini does not accept blood sacrifices like many other
goddesses demand, but she is not vegetarian either: her meals
in downtown Sankhu should, apart from rice and vegetables,
contain a complete cooked fish.

Vajrayogini stays in Sankhu for eight days; her first day
is free (sunyaka), but people come to worship her in the “god’s
rest house”, the dyo satah. The second day is a day of sacri-
fice: syakvatyakva "the more you Kill, the more you gain," but
not, it will be understood, straight to Vajrayogini. Most people
bring their animals to the shrine of Mahakala form of Bhairava
in the shape of a big stone triangle-, which is situated just be-
low the 108 steps leading to the temple of Vajrayogini. Mahakala
accepts the blood from the throat of the sacrificial goats, sheep,
buffaloes, ducks or cocks on behalf of Vajrayogini.

People will feast on the sacrifice that night, and the next
day is mujatra, the main procession of Vajrayogini. On this day
she is taken in a tour of the city. People eat and drink lavishly
that day as well, and many people are drunk by the time that
the palanquin has to be carried. There is ample occasion, how-
ever, to have a good fight, and sometimes a bad one, at the
cost of a human victim (such as happened in 1980). Political
and other battles are fought out on the occasion. Nowadays
mujatra is carried out in the daytime to avoid untoward vio-
lence.

During mujatra, the goddess Vasumdhara (a small, about
40 cm. metal statue) will join the procession from the
Vajracarya’s agamchem (sacred place of worship) in town.
Locally, Vasumdhara is considered to be the mother-in-law of
Vajrayogini. At the completion of the mujatra, her round of town
an eternal fire is kindled in front of the god's rest house where
Vajrayogini is staying, a replica of the truly eternal fire at Gum
Vihara. The fire in Sankhu town lasts four days only, and is left
to extinguish after the goddess leaves town.

Two more festive days will follow. The Nay elder throws
food for the ghosts (bau) around the town on the last night be-
fore Vajrayogini returns home to her forest shrine. Duim caste
people used to join the procession with their long trumpets, but
no other people are supposed to watch this secret procession.
The Duim also used to accompany the procession blowing their
kaha at the ward, quarter, grama and town borders. Like a num-
ber of participating groups (castes, guthis, families, individuals)

they stopped carrying out their tasks during the Vajrayogini Yatra.

On the day of Vajrayogini's departure, one more fire sac-
rifice is performed, this time publicly. Fire sacrifices prior to pro-
cessions are common to many deities all over the valley, but a
fire sacrifice at the time of return may be unique for Sankhu, or
at least rare in other parts of the Valley. It is as if Vajrayogini
embarks on another yatra, namely the one to her forest shrine
where then does the goddess actually belong. This question and
the thoughts it might evoke are nicely flattened by the (purely
Sanskrit) name for the fire sacrifice at departure: ksema puja
homa, a reception of the goddess at the fire sacrifice to ask for-
giveness (for possible mistakes in carrying out the ritual, an obliga-
tory part of any yatra, but not in the form of an additional homa).

There is more, however. When Vajrayogini is leaving
town, the Vajracaryas have to jump off the chariot just before
the town gate. From the town the road goes down to a depres-
sion called Kolagal, and there a play takes place: mhitakigu, in
which the chariots are carried back and forth. But is it really a
play, and if so, to amuse whom? Traditionally, the Tamang joins
here to carry the goddess up. A small channel (dhaca) indi-
cates what is called a simana, a boundary. On inquiring, the
Tamang told that this is indeed a boundary between the Newar
town and what is beyond: Tamang country. It is, however, not a
political dividing line nor a socio-economic one, but a ritual
boundary that also separates grama (the town and its surround-
ing fields) and aranya, the forest.

While most Newar people quit the procession at this
point, the Tamangs of Ghumaricok come to carry the palanquin
up to the temple. There the members of a multi-caste Lasakusa
guthi from Kathmandu perform a welcome worship to all the
deities and distribute festive food samaybaiji. Things are over
then, one might logically think, but for the people the festival is
still prolonged for three days. The aftermath is called bicah puja,
"making up the balance," which in the case of Sankhu takes
the form of a two-day picnic. Formerly, the first day was re-
served for men and called maharaja puja, the second day ma-
harani puja, for the womenfolk, a gender distinction, which is
no longer maintained.

Conclusion

Every Newar town has a main divinity and a main festi-
val. The main shrine of the divinity can be outside town, yet a
"home" is maintained in the town as well, the so-called dyochem,
"god-house." The peculiarity of Sankhu is that the town's main
deity does not have a downtown home at all, and does not
require one either. The people of Sankhu have to be glad that
the goddess grants their town a once-a-year visit. All rituals
and artistic details, the specialists, the items of worship, all are
Newar, yet the goddess herself has to come down from the
Tamang jungle territory to grace Sankhu with an eight-day visit
only.

Hence Vajrayogini cannot just be called the protective
goddess of Sankhu town. Some people hold that
Vasundhara’s participation in the yatra is older than that of
Vajrayogini herself. Much remains to be investigated in that
regard: How “local” are the deities participating? Did the for-
est resort of Vajrayogini lead to a type of divinity that is both
local and supralocal? Historical sources and comparison with
the protective goddesses of other towns may throw light on
the issue. B
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Identity in the Diaspora

Bal GOPAL SHEESTHA

The Newars of Sikkim Reinventing Language,
Culture, and Identity in the Diaspora by Dr. Bal Gopal
Shrestha is the first ever comprehensive study
exclusively on the Newars in Sikkim. It is dedicated to
the people of Sikkim who are determined to revive,
reinvent, promote and preserve languages, cultures and
identities in the diaspora. As such, | do not find any
reason to comment or criticize the findings but what |
feel here to write is to supplement and make more points
which might have escaped his attention or my eyes if
mentioned in the book. Others too might have found
something missing in it and some wish it had more lines
on the contributions of the family he belonged. The book,
however, is rather a note on appreciation of ‘their efforts
to record their eagerness and dedication observed
among the young as well as the older generation who
strive to revitalize their lost language and tradition, which
they had little care for during the more than 150 year
long history of their migration to Sikkim. We know the
earliest Nepalese migration to Sikkim began from the
second half of the 19" century on. Some migrants might
have even arrived earlier. There are no valid historical
accounts to verify this’ as he too found out though some

Book Review

Rajiva Shanker Shresta

The Newars of Sikkim:
Understanding

the Findings

believe they to be already here. As for the Newars it is
traced back to ‘the legendary figure of Lakshmidas
Kasaju Pradhan migrated from Nepal in order to escape
the traumatic situation he faced after the notorious Kot
massacre for which the first Rana Prime Minister Jung
Bahadur was responsible.’ Thus there is no reason too
to disagree with his findings as he has been into the
book ever since his first visit here for a month-long
research tour not only to Gangtok, where you get the
most as well as best of the Newars to welcome and
provide him the needful which most of us did too as
well acknowledged in the book. He also visited remote
parts of Sikkim and even Kalimpong, where
descendants have overflown. Apart from this besides
referring to the works earlier done by O’Malley, L. B.
Basnet, Cakraraj Timila through Kesar Lal Shrestha,
Bhuwan Prasad Pradhan, Jha and many others,
Shrestha quotes Professor Tanka Subba lines ‘A few
family histories of the Newars of Sikkim reveal that their
ancestors migrated to Sikkim at the time of consolidation
of Nepal by the Gorkha King Prithvi Narayan Shah.’
One thing | could not digest, of course, was the term
Kancha for Chandravir Newar/ Kasaju-Pradhan. This
might have been influenced by some section of the
Newars here. Chandravir was invited by his brother
Lakshmidas in order to assist him as the responsibilities
increased. He is the one and the only one Chandravir
Newar, whose stories of bravery, shrewdness and
tactfulness have long been forgotten but well recorded
in some books. He was one of the ten Gaurav Purush
from this part of the Sikkim-Darjeeling Himalayas to
have left indelible mark in the society we read when
young as recorded by another educationist/litterateur
Dr. Paras Mani Pradhan. ‘Many stories speak of
Chandravir who according to Bhuvan Prasad was a
wrestler. People in Sikkim tell how he physically
overpowered those who acted against the rules, did not
pay due revenues or attacked Nepalese settlors.’
Otherwise, it was Chandravir who had to face all the
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brunt of being here in Sikkim to face not only the wild
denizens but also the wild protest from certain section
of the inhabitants there. Some termed this battle for
supremacy as mere skirmishes while it was a war
supreme. They wanted to skin and make drum out of it
as we read ok while in the school textbook by Dr.
Pradhan. He overcame them all with his courage,
strength, foresight and tactfulness par excellence to
befriend one of the prominent personalities, Rhenock
Kazi as Miti.e. blood brotherhood that the descendants
cherish to this day. Thick forests were cleared and roads
and bridges constructed to have the settlement for the
development of the region. He introduced then popular
technique of paddy cultivation in Nepal by terracing the
hills and vales and is known for starting the system of
revenue collection. Later he pioneered mining
operations to give Sikkim the first ever and the only
coins minted for the Sikkim Durbar. Incidentally, Taksar
of Bhojpur in Nepal celebrates 200 years this February
in a grand manner. It was a difficult place infested with
mosquitoes and other insects then called Black Hill later
to be known as Rhenock. It was the brilliance of his
sons Rai Saheb Ratna Bahadur Pradhan and Babu
Durga Shamsher Pradhan to prove chip off the old bloke
having started The Chandra Nursery in 1910 to put
Sikkim in the floriculture-horticulture map of the world
and bring Vicerine Lady Linlithgow visiting there in 1940.
Some might be wondering why not then this pioneering
task like many others was ever found acknowledged
and also during the recently concluded biggest event
on the subject. Somewhere someone tried to mention
about a scion behind and contributed to some extent to
make it so spectacular and landmark show!

Today State of Sikkim in the Union of India is
basking on the glory of best conserved bio-resources
State in the Country with 83% of land area under Forest
Service of which 47% is under Forest cover. But sadly
people do try to forget who were the brains behind. It
was the vision of Chogyal Sidkeong Tulku, trained in
Forestry in Oxford. To make the vision a reality fell on

two Newars. It was Rai Saheb Bhim Bahadur Pradhan,
4th son of Taksari Chandrabir passed from Imperial
Forest College, Dehradun in 1919, and Keshab
Chandra Pradhan, second son of RS Bhim Bahadur
having his Master’s in Forestry from Yale University who
were the custodian of Sikkim Forestry as its Chiefs from
1924 to 1978. During their tenure they laid the firm
foundation of not only scientific forestry but also
conservation of its resources in their ecological habitats
— then unknown in the Country. If people are agog with
Rhododendrons, Orchids and Primulas in the wild of
Sikkim and have become eco-tourism products, the
scions of Chandrabir have reasons be remembered with
a sense of gratitude.

To recapitulate in flashback - the clarion call made
by the Inland letter dated 27" May 1982 we sent had a
long way to go in the annals of the Newars in Sikkim.
Recognition of the Newar language as one of the official
languages of Sikkim in 1995 was itself the recognition
of the outstanding dedicated and loyal contributions of
the minuscule Newars ever since they came here invited
some hundred fifty years ago leaving behind
unprecedented, indelible and unparalleled mark here
without which Sikkim would not have been what it is
today. It was on advice of my Buba Jai Shanker Lall
Shresta*, Newa: Varna Lipi ra Bhasha Parichaya (1996/
2001), co-authored with my wife Ranjana from
Kathmandu, helped us reach the message to the
Newars spread the world over. It also found a place in
the Vivaranatmak Granth-Kosh brought out by the Nepal
Rajakiya Pragya Pratishthan. More than anything else
we had a great satisfaction of having served humbly
the noble cause and the society. We had lost our mother
language offered on the altar for much needed Identity
achieved through the dedicated efforts of our forefathers
and the Newars thus came to be known as a loyal,
trustworthy and industrious race. A message that
reached far and wide not only within this part of the
world but much beyond bringing the name and fame to
the founders and family of The Chandra Nursery (1910)
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and to the tiny Himalayan Kingdom of Sikkim as well.
What was then possible through the fragrance spread
out of the flowers there, very much akin without any
exaggeration, was the message from our Newa: Varna,
Lipi ra Bhasha Parichaya. A timely effort when even the
mainland Kathmandu valley was threatened by the
onslaught of modern cultural invasion that the fellow
Newars there too found their mother language at the
verge of extinction. It was a group of enthusiastic youth
from our ancestral Bhaktpur came to meet us when in
Kathmandu and get its copies for their use. This
compilation helped learning not only scripts, alphabets,
and language but also had glimpses of the rich Newar
culture, tradition and rituals mentioned in a capsule form
to reach and spread out burst like seeds out of the
poppy. Our names appeared as a representative for
the Newah Vijnana brought out by Daya Ratna Shakya
and others from Portland Oregon USA. Here we could
know Bal Gopal Shrestha by his seminal work on the
Newars of Kathmandu. It was published translated into
Nepali in the Smarika (Souvenir) and distributed
complimentary by the Karuna Devi Smarak Dharmarth
Guthi during the  historic occasion of
Sahasrachandradarshanam/Maharatharohan or
Jankwa of its founder father Jai Shanker Lall* and
mother Indira Devi Shresta organized in association with
the Rhenock Newar Guthi and Sikkim Newar Guthi in
May 2000.

Being an ex-civil servant, | feel it my duty to add
here that State Government has been benefitted of the
loyal and dedicated services of the Newars in Sikkim
from days of lore. It was our forefathers who contributed
much to make what this Himalayan State is today. It
was Durga Shamsher Pradhan to be the first Private
Secretary to the Chogyal Sidkeong Tulku remembered
for his landmark social reforms in Sikkim and later for a
long time Purna Kumar Pradhan served in that capacity
to both the Chogyal Tashi Namgyal and Palden Thondup
Namgyal. | remember of octogenarian C.D. Rai once
mentioning in one of his writings for his popular Gangtok
Times weekly about the lllustrious Taksari Family that
had given as many as six Brilliant sons to be the Rai
Saheb during the British Raj Sikkim. Later he somehow
gone sore writing in his Ganthan for Bal Krishna
Shrestha’s book that the Thikedar Family have done
nothing for giving education by opening schools for the
people of Sikkim. Further, he alleged that had they
opened a school here, each and every home would have
otherwise produced a son like Rai Saheb Hari Prasad
Pradhan. It was a disgraceful insult to malign the image
our forefathers. No rejoinder or rebuttal came forward
from any of the concerned families. Martin Luther King
Jr. said ‘Our lives begin to end the day we become silent
about things that matter.” His view was strongly
condemned and refuted in my article Ganthankai

Ganthan and published in the Smarika 2013 annual
souvenir of Sikkim Newar Guthi. Rai Saheb Hari Prasad
Pradhan had contributed immensely to the society in
Darjeeling Hills but also in Nepal when he was invited
to be the first chief justice to establish judiciary system
and introduce remarkable social reforms. All cannot be
a Taksari Chandrabir, Rai Saheb Ratna Bahadur
Pradhan or a Rai Saheb Hari Prasad Pradhan. We the
people in Sikkim are fortunate and divinely blessed to
have such a historic personality in each of the
generation. Sad part is that not three generations past,
our own people have forgotten them all. History
otherwise stands a mute witness to the glorious past.
Right from Rai Saheb Ratna Bahadur Pradhan (to be
the first from Nepalese community to be included in the
Sikkim State Council) and Rai Saheb Bhim Bahadur
Pradhan to have given the first two chief secretaries
viz. Mohan Pratap Pradhan and Keshab Chandra
Pradhan. There were two more thereafter viz. Purna
Kumar Pradhan and Govind Prasad Pradhan while there
were at one time as many as eight Secretaries from
this community serving the government.

The Newars in Sikkim like elsewhere have proved
true to the belief as a loyal and trustworthy race in history
that have found them successful wherever they have
reached and settled down in different parts of the world.
Someone, however, told me once that the Newars of
Sikkim are hard nut to crack. Dr. Bal Gopal Shrestha
has tried and done yeoman service to our clan by coming
here of his own, uninvited and taking the cudgels to
help us and our posterity know and understand about
ourselves by putting everything possible all these years
in black and white. It is up to us to take it or not. As for
me, it is a Dream come True book for all those interested
in knowing about the Newars in Sikkim that came from
an independent outside individual/scholar associated
with not only the Tribhuvan University of Nepal but also
with the world famous Leiden University in the
Netherlands, Oxford University of the United Kingdom
and many reputed institutions in its support. It is done
in a best desired manner possible only after years of
continued research and findings being deeply involved
with the subject matter and the people concerned with
it. It is not that he slept over the project and came forward
one fine morning and therefore, not a hurriedly done
work as such. Shrestha has published his findings from
time to time in different research magazines and journals
like the Bulletin of the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology
(Sikkim Research Institute of Tibetology) presenting in
the seminar held on the occasion of their Golden Jubilee
Celebrations in Gangtok being invited to attend. It was
also published in the Sikkim issue of the Marg quarterly
from India before the book finally appeared!

Though released at an international level at the
Leiden University, the Netherlands the book was not
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launched here in Sikkim but was sent by the publishers
much late after the initial warmth and zeal of the readers
had settled down. Those interested got it online even in
spite of the price tag for this paperback that matched
with another well produced hardbound book on Sikkim.
This perhaps went against the book. When the author
was in Kathmandu Nepal last year he introduced to the
bigwigs in function held there. He had a desire do so in
Gangtok as well but could not as he was not in touch
with the right people but elsewhere to get his plans
scuttled. As a result it could not have a proper reach to
the targeted audience as we expected. The book went
unnoticed as no hype was involved whatsoever
necessary in the present local scenario of the book-
world. People otherwise are interested to be written
about and later to know what all was written about but
here it was received lukewarm. This made us to doubt
much if our people have time to spare at all and read
even properly as | checked with a few concerned.
Language could also be one of the factors perhaps that
would have helped to put across the knowledge
gathered for last 11 years when the author visited Sikkim
first in January 2004.

For me it is my book rather than by Dr. Shrestha
as | personally wanted whatever documents | had been
gathering and was in my possession under the Jai Smriti
Shodh Granthalaya/Karuna Devi Smarak Dharmarth
Guthi to find properly placed in a well-researched work
like this. Even if the book is not well received, Dr. Bal
Gopal Shrestha has done his best that deserve an
acknowledgement and this piece dedicated to him and
his efforts. We had already felicitated him once he
completed his research field tour in February 2004
grateful for coming here on his own but welcomed by
one and all wherever he visited and took the trouble to
talk and record their views/versions. He has
acknowledged all this in the book. This being the only
authentic well-researched work on the Newars in Sikkim,
I have been mentioning it to whosoever interested so
much to know about to come across in personal and
public functions during my recent Sojourn USA 2015.

One year down since the book saw the light of the day,
it has much more to add and many more to reach. It
needs another edition soon to incorporate them all. Such
works which would never ever be complete and over
as such and that such a historical work deserves update
possible. The scholar too may much be interested as
well to get some time off from his busy schedule to look
back and care for the one already done with. Somebody
should come forward to support and sponsor such
further efforts if ever desired and it should be
independent outside agency/institution not to influence
or command re-writing. It would best only to add and
improve including other version, if any whatsoever. We
look forward to his visit once again taking his time out
to be with the Newars of Sikkim here at Gangtok at
least to present his book. Though the author has shown
his politeness and courtesy to own sole responsibility
for any shortcomings and unintentional errors, he hopes
to receive comments and criticism in order to improve
a next edition of the book now in our hands. If we cannot
write one for ourselves, we should at least respond to
his request and give him necessary feedback to improve
upon. The ball is thus in our court now, for sure!

Some say that the Newars in Sikkim are hard nut
to crack but this book has cracked them well. To sum up
Dr. Shrestha aptly concludes, ‘Although the Newars in
Sikkim are legally Indian they are culturally Newar. From
1990s on, the Newars in Sikkim actively revive their
Newar roots and now strive at the reinforcement of their
Newar identity. The role of the Sikkim Newar Guthi is
crucial. The creation of Sikkim Newar Yuva Guthi, a youth
organization within the Sikkim Newar Guthi, that aims to
work among the young Newar generation, creates
confidence so that the Newar identity in Sikkim will survive
for many generations to come.’

The Newars of Sikkim Reinventing
Language, Culture, and Identity in the Diaspora
(ISBN 978-9937-623-33-9 2015 Price not
mentioned Paperback pages xxiv+170+16 in
colour) by Dr. Bal Gopal Shrestha
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Two Different Worlds

Every immigrant story conveys the immigrants' own
struggles. Amidst of all the immigrant stories, we Nepalese
people, have our own unique tales to tell. Beginning my own
journey, from the perspective of a graduating high school
senior and a soon-to-be college freshman, | have heard many
stories from others while simultaneously experiencing my own.
While immigration is a special and unique experience, in many
ways people often face similar struggles, ranging from difficulty
fitting in or letting go. This can be common ground among all
immigrants. How one deals with these experiences and the
opinions one holds regarding the experiences can vary greatly.

In regard to myself, | am more than just Nepali; | am a
member of a Newah, a tribe within a Nepali community/family.
Having to move to America near the start of high school, | have
established my unique lifestyle; in my mind the best of both
worlds!

| set out on this journey to a place called America as a
twelve year old Nepalese girl, following in the footsteps of my
father who had moved to America, when | was very young, to
establish our new home. This move was my first move with my
hardworking parents who were carrying hopes for their daugh-
ter, me, to live the American dream. | left Nepal behind, but not
only Nepal, especially my tribe, the Newah. Despite the dis-
tance, the sprit and support of my group still remains and will
always remain by my side.

To tell you more about the Newah, the Newah represents
a developed and well-established tribal group in Nepal. Our
culture is filled with rich and colorful, one-of-a kind traditions.
To identify as a Newah is a proud part for the Newah people.
With rich customs and powerful values, the Newah tribe lives
life with pride for its "Nepal bhasa" (the language), for its many
meaningful rituals like "Mha puja"(the worship of oneself) and
for many other elements of the Newah community. Although
we delve into our busy lives, we, as Newahs, must preserve this
beautiful and rich culture we hold so near and dear. The Newahs
have traditions unlike any other Nepalese tribes. All of the cus-
toms hold deep meaning for us and bringing them to light and
sharing them will further raise awareness of our culture. | be-
lieve that even during our busy lives, dedicating even a small
amount of time to the Newah traditions and supporting them
will make life more special.

| was raised in a Newah’s-culturally oriented family and
enjoyed the vivid days in our Newah family. Before | knew it,
the Newah became a huge part of me. Like many immigrants, |

B Princy Sindurakar

faced a cultural shock with my transit
and a Nepali, the cultural differen
weighed on me as | attempted to mai
fusing identity. Over time, this prob
ent. | believe the cultural differenc
adults as they attempt to adjust to
American life. Being a senior in high
taking my first step towards independence and developing my
career. | am learning more about myself, who | am and who |
want to be. When | look back, there were many challenges that
young Newari adolescents face as they grow up in a new
environment. We are all adjusting and striving to balance our
cultures, values and lifestyles.

While some Newah adolescents might be raised in the
U.S or a foreign country, others might have moved in different
ages. | believe all the Newah adolescents feel their innate Newari
identities to some extent. Due to Newah's influential historical
role in Nepal and its deep ancestral history, several of the cul-
tural values and beliefs have been passed down within every
Newah family. These values and beliefs unnoticeably impact the
current generation and must be preserved. For instance, the
language, Newari, plays a significant role within the Newah com-
munity. | have realized that even though many of my Newah
friends have grown up in the U.S and don’t know how to speak
Newari, they understand the language and have a special
connection with the culture but it will limit one’s ability to pass
on the depth of the culture. It is also interesting to meet chil-
dren and students who speak Newari yet don’t speak Nepali.
Above all, the language completes the Newah identity and
using Newari pulls families closer to the Newah community.

It might not seem the cultural differences would affect
Newah teenagers as much as they do, but there are subtle cul-
turally based expectations from the community. With hectic
schedules, we have to understand the American culture and its
society. When first transitioning as an adolescent to America,
understanding the American society becomes the priority but
as time passes, we tend to think back to our roots and influ-
ences. Many, including myself, face challenges finding cultural
balance as a Newah-Nepali-American, but | believe our Newah
traditions are essential to our identity. The Newah culture must
be preserved and it is something of which we can take pride.
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Both editions of Sugata Saurabha in translation are available at discount
to Conference Attendees and World Newah Organization Members

L.
Newa: and English dual language edition

Published by Harvard University Press, 2007
Conference flyer will have code offering 20% discount

Harvard Oriental Series edition,
2007

il

A oew B gfe, wile nary e o s,

AT R T e WO m Ae—

15t

IL.
English language edition
Published by Oxford University Press, 2011

| SUGATA SAURABHA

Order online at global.oup.com/academic
and enter promotion code AAFLYG6 at checkout to save 30%
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We Newars are an indigenous people of our country
Nepal who pioneered the civilization and identity of the land
that lies south of the great Himalayas in the continent of Asia.
Over time, our forebears, within the confines of our homeland,

nurtured a rich and diverse culture of mutual co-existence,
peace and harmony and thus armed, ventured into lands

unknown spreading our identity and civilization in their wake.

Over time, our kind has spread worldwide — you will
come across a Newah in the depths of the Amazon, in the
shivering cold of Siberia, in the simmering heat of the Sahara,
at the summit of the Himalayas and in no man’s land down-
under. You may come across a Newah inside space labs, at
the poles, inside black and yellow mines, amidst maestros,
athletes, scholars, among the business and industrial
community. Name any place, any profession, any vocation —
one among us is sure to be there! He/she may no more look
like his/her forebears, nor follow their rituals, nor even speak
our mother tongue, but irrespective, he/she will bear that
indomitable character of a Newah — pure in heart, ever so
accommodating, so humane and an ever committed devotee
of Peace.
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If this is how we, in short,
identify ourselves to the world, how
do renowned scholars who lived
amongst us, knew us in our entirety,
introduce us to the world at large?
Some samples:
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THE WORLD KNOWS US THUS

Nowadays, the term Nepalese has a far wider
significance, indeed almost a changed meaning, but when
we speak of Nepalese civilization, we can only mean Newar
civilization.”

dikd A7t aTAdl TN, faeF & o9 g |, ) w6
TG FHIAT TS d WA a7 FHIAT TR TSR |

- David Snellgrove, Shrines and Temples of Nepal’

Newars are best known to the world for their amazing
artistic creativity and skilled craftsmanship producing a culture
which a few centuries ago ranked among the highest in Asia.
The Newars developed their own distinctive art style which is
now thought of purely Nepalese. The heavily decorated many
tired pagoda temple style, peculiar to Newar builders and
artisans, is generally believed to have originated with them.
Records show that the Emperors of Tibet and China sent for
Newar craftsmen to build temples in their land, whence the
style eventually spread to Japan.
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- Mary A. Anderson, Festivals of Nepal

The salient trait of the Newar character is the taste of
society. The Newar never lives isolated; he loves to dwell a
little like Parisians, in a house of several storeys and
swarming with people . . . .. a careful and keen cultivator,
he also excels in all the manual arts, even the most delicate;
he is a painter of taste, well-informed trader without rapacity,
and a born artist. He is a talented goldsmith and ironsmith,
fanciful carver, dyer and a gifted artist. He has changed the
art of India, built temples and palaces which served as models
to the Tibetans and Chinese. The classical pagoda hails from
Nepal. The reputation of the Newa craftsmen consecrated
by the centuries is still established in the whole of central
Asia.
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Sylvan Levi; La Nepal

qQT: WY WG, T A AT TERT I

TR A, TS o =aaeet 99 A @A, |AL aada
AT W7 GF AT &, AT S W Tl g ¢ IR g 7 T @]
I SR AT G T AT AR 7 T I SeTq, Ao =TT
wldw 9  FaTAN WA dN et o AAAC A7 T § §, A
FAT: WIAAT BI] W Farery (i F i e g efdwg =
FEA Fqan fFun F =gAH WA | W Q9 AT =4 qd 3
otas fesan AT efewa Ay Segpfqar gAe uwarE e
ATAT = o o9, efcd=deb Wl Tanan] (a9 w=iaesr g @ 39 F
fafaetraes aa T 99 o T, TAT AT BYE GHTA &7 BT ATAATAT
=ET g | S WEL kA AN GHT qAA, sAAbd F BHAT
R AGTHAATATIAO, AT BleAwdeh = FATHAAT [HHAT: AT, {a1:AT
AN AT FSAAT: /LA A, 9, T, TR BT (et AT ATSATHE
AT e get fafeena afd Jan g9 SEEnA g o qAn ghe
AT FHAL =AAL TAT B T T AT o, ATEAR 2T
HTATE |

Thus we are, Newars, with ample space to be
proud of

But shall we just remain elated looking up to and
showing the laurels of our forebears alone? What are we in
our days and times? What are our achievements? What
colors do we flutter NOW for our generations to recognize?
Whereas, each of us should strive to stride at the pinnacle
in our chosen fields of engagement and introduce oneself
as an individual Newar, we ought also present and show a
fitting, decent image of US, the Newah community, to the
world at large. Given the momentous political changes
occurring in our homeland and the global polarization of unity
in cultural diversity, it is time that we lay out a common thread
among our kind so that together we can stand out with our
unique and distinct identity among the international
community and in so doing also strengthen our cause within
our homeland. To sow the seeds of such common efforts, to
nurture and coordinate and also to ensure the welfare of
Newars worldwide it is necessary for the World Newah
Organization to emerge as a central hub of Newah activity
with a functional organizational structure and effective
executive mechanisms where all of us can share our
knowledge, skills, information and support one another in
the spirit of Newah for Newah. Us Newars, all of us, ought to
bear this in a special corner of our heart and help WNO
steam ahead neat and clean, straight and steady.
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Nepa Khala

Email: nepakhala@yahoo.com
Facebook: Nepa Khala
Instagram: Nepa Khala

Leading source of
Newa information movement in
San Francisco Bay Area

Jhi Newa, Newa Nation
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Himalayan Gifts

2000 NE 42 Ave
Portland OR 97213
Phone: 503-284-8409

www.himalayangiftsandcandy.com
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Season Enterprises

Importer and Wholesaler of Crafts from Nepal for more than 21 years

Contact:
Season Shrestha
P.O. Box 5469
Baltimore, MD 21285, USA
Tel: 410-372-0590/410-404-5388
Email: season@seasonenterprises.com
WWW.seasonenterprises.com
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Wishing
World Newah Organization (WNO)

A Grand Success for the 2™ World Newa Convention

(March 25-27, 2016 Baltimore, Maryland, USA)

A group photo with honourable Richard Feehan (right side on the chair), Minister of Indigenous Relations, Government of Alberta, Canada
Yomari Punhi Cultural Event, February 6, 2016

Newa Cultural Society of Alberta (NCSA)
4815 122A Street
Edmonton, AB T6H 3S8, Canada

e-mail: ncsa.canada@gmail.com

WWW.nhcsacanada.com
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Best Wishes for a success of
Second World Newah Convention

Open 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM

7 days a week

YETI
RESTAURANT 234 E St
INDIAN & NEPALESE CUISINE Davis, CA 95616
530-747-0123
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- NEWAH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

A Tax Exempt, 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization
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Best Wishes for a success of
Second World Newah Convention

Kumar Sindurakar Khil Narayan Shrestha Buddha Maharjan Ravi Rajkarnikar
President Vice President Secretary Treasurer

Roop D Shakya Raju Man Shrestha Surendra Napit

Executive Member Executive Member Executive Member

AN ?9%»

Newah Organization of America

New England Chapter
Boston, MA - USA

newahnewengland@gmail.com www.newahnewengland.org

0

NEWAH ODGANIiATiDN OF AMERICA
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Best Wishes for a success of

Second World Newah Convention

Restaurante Kathmandu

Cozinha Nepalesa

Proprietor: Shyam Lal Rajak

Address: Rua de Ponte Delgada no 31.b.c
1000.239 Lisbon
Portugal

Mobile: +351 919 079 234
Tel: +351 213 522 576
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Best Wishes for a success of

Second World Newah Convention

Everest Super Mercado e Revenda
Rua Dona Estefania, 61 B-1150-131 Lisboa

Available - All kinds of soft & Hard Drinks including Beer &
Wine, India Foods, Gas, Fruits And Vegetables
in Whole Sale Price.

920064708 - 932641221 - 932635061 - 218219262
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HOME DECOR and UNIQUE GIFTS

FROM

AROUND THE WORLD

2 GREAT LOCATIONS

EYE OF BUDDHA

4247 Park Blvd
San Diego. CA 92103
619-296-1150

EYE OF BUDDHA

276 W 2nd St
Claremont, CA 91711
909-276-9517
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Best Wishes for a success of
Second World Newah Convention

Aquamarine Enterprises

Rajeesh, Kabina, Rena & Kaelan Shrestha

1352 Haight St.
San Francisco, CA 94117
rajeesh7@hotmail.com

Remember for Best Quality Gemstone




Best Wishes for a success of
Second World Newah Convention

Pemba Sherpa

Manager

SHERPA MO:MO RESTAURANT

Tel: 213472338
Mobile: No: 920247023/920009933/918224790
Email: pemba_sherpa2001@yahoo.com

Calcada de Santana N 11-13, Postal Code 1150-301
Lisboa, Portugal




Wish you all the best for 3 grand success of
Second World Newah Convention

ANWA FREE BASIC MEDICAL CLINIC

Serving Nepali People of Greater Washington DC with No Insurance

. Physician: Maheswor Baidya, MD MRCP (London)
5300 New HamPShlre Avenue Board Certified in Medicine, Cardiology, Nuclear

Silver Spring, MD 20905 Celtdlaliogy (L)
Tel: 202-341-8696 Volunteers:

Manju Shangraula (Nurse)

Sunita Shrestha (Nurse)
http://www.anwa-dc.org Bishnu Thapa (CEO)

Beena Baidya

Sarita Dangol

Meena Pradhan

Nayan Shrestha

America-Nepal Women's Association of Greater Washington, DC (ANWA)

Wish you all the best for a grand success of

SECOND WORLD NEWAH CONVENTION

Manakamana Grocery Store Mzr. Everest Grocery Store Belair's Liquors
5428 Sinclair Lane 6835 Loch Raven Bivd 7698 Belair Road
Baltimore, MD 21206 Baltimore, MD 21286 Notingham, MD 21236
Indian, Nepalese, Asian, Indian, Nepalese, Asian, Beer - Wine - Spirits
African Mexican Grocery African Mexican Grocery

410-882-5122
410-485-0305 410-321-0235
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Wish you all the beit fon a ghand Aucceds of
Second World Newah convention

- Diamond

PRESSURE COOKER

Distributor for all EU Countries
Contact:

IVIM International Products

Rue de Press 4
1000 Brussels
Ph: +32(0) 485 54 60 98
Email: mminternational14@yahoo.com




i facebook.com/AeroNepalTrave!

‘
. ‘ ‘

AERO NEPAL

KEEP TRAVELLING WITH AERO NEPAL

Like Us On
Facebook
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1.888.663.8525

“Contact Rakesh Tuladhar for the lowest
air fares to Nepal and worldwide ”

@ WWW.AERONEPAL.COM NEPAL OFFICE PHONE
54 FLY@AERONEPAL.COM &+977.1.4420055




Send Gifts to Nepal

from any part of the world

100/ 0 discount on your next order (till December 31st, 2016), Use promo code:

Email: info@cartmandap.com | Phone: 1 (908) 864-7273
T SIUTCIATINTAT AW, F9rT: AT J[J] &f AR - AT AHBI] BI] & oll DICAUSY SC DA

Web Development | Graphic & Print Design | ECommerce | Media Production | Marketing

ripegrdape

URL: http://www.ripegrape.com
Email: info@ripegrape.com
Phone: +1 (206) 504-1486




